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Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door -operated by hand held 'keyring' handset is 
currently reduced from a RRP of €2250 - to an amazing £799 

inc VAT & fitting. 


NOW JUST£799! 


INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTING 



♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Includes free internal manual override,; 

+ All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 

♦ Full 12 month warranty# Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 


CALL 01245 396910 


This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website do es not include free fitting 
To benefit from this offer you should call: 01245 396910 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
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Second chance for fallen 
school communities? 


CHANCES are, a major secondary 
school near you has been forced to 
close in recent years. 

As an adult, it’s easy to tut, 
complain about the standard of 
teaching, and believe the institution 
is entirely to blame for its own 
failings. 

And a lot of the time, of course, it 
will be. How many times do we hear 
these days that a good school is only 
as strong as the leaders that run it; 
the heads who impose a level of 
discipline which we consider suitable: 
that demand a standard of 
teaching which ensures all 
students get the best possible 
chance of fulfilling their 
potential? Without it, a 
school is forced into mere 
mediocrity or failure. 

But the community must 
bear some responsibility too; the 
parents who don’t assist 
the teaching process, 
who believe the best A 
respect for a ^ 

teacher is no 



respect. Those who believe a strict head 
is one to fight at every turn and a weak 
one there to exploit. 

Kent has seen its fair share of 
schools collapse in recent years and 
each one is a tragedy. Every school is 
its own micro community. And so 
powerful can it be, that years later 
most of us will still identify with the 
badge of where we spent our 
formative years. 

This week, our regular education 
advisor, Peter Read, suggests the 
county needs another 1,500 

secondary places in the next three 
years. A simple solution to that 
would be reviving some of 
those schools which we all 
thought were dead. Which 
gives those communities 
another chance; another 
opportunity to actively support 
the efforts of schools and all 

pull together to deliver a 
future generation 
which excels. 

Let’s hope we all 
grasp it. 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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Tel: 01227 767576 www.stellisonselectrical.co.uk 


Kitchens & Appliances 


COMING SOON - STUNNING NEW 
KITCHGN SHOWROOM. IOOOS OF 
DESIGNS TO CHOOSE FROM 


GREAT DEALS AVAILABLE 
NOW ON ALL APPLIANCES. 

View our Miele, Rangemaster, 
Siemens, Bosch & Neff 
displays in store today 

I EURONICSi 


Opening Hours: Monday - Saturday 9:00am-6:00pm Sunday 10:00am-4:00pnn 


□BJ3 (Belling ) 0 AEG SAMSUNG Blomberg SONY FTTTm SIEMENS (®i 


BOSCH Panasonic IS LG azna 


4 Week ending March 6,2016 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 









CO 

0 


CO 

£» 

it Download your free 

Kent News iPhone 
and iPad App available 
at the Apple App Store 

□ 13 

n Follow us on 
Twitter @kosmedia or 
Facebook KOS Media 


r 1 

Kent needs 1,500 more 
school places, says expert 



RETURNING? The Chaucer Technology school in Canterbury - currently mothballed after closure 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


AS PARENTS across the county 
discovered which secondary school 
their child will be attending in 
September, a former headteacher 
says the county is going to need to 
increase capacity by another 1,500 
places within three years. 

More children than ever applied 
for a place in a Kent secondary 
school this year, with 18,797 
applications received, an increase of 
more than 600 over last year, Kent 
County Council (KCC) revealed. 

However, despite the increase in 
applications, 363 more Kent 
children will get their first 
preference of secondary school for 
September compared with last year 
and over 97 per cent will receive an 
offer from one of their four 
preferences. However, 428 received 
none of their preferences. 

Roger Gough, KCC’s education 
chief, said: “School allocations can 
only be made after all preferences 
have been satisfied, and sadly there 
are always instances where we are 
unable to offer parents one of their 
preferred schools. 

“We cannot therefore underesti¬ 


mate the disappointment felt by the 
428 children who will be allocated 
a school by the local authority. 

“We would, however, encourage 
them to not immediately discount 
the schools offered and to first visit 
the schools in question before 
taking any decisions.” 

In Medway, nearly 97.5 per cent 
were offered one of their preference 
places of the 3,526 children who 
applied for schools in the area. 

But eduction advisor and former 


Gravesend head Peter Read, says the 
challenge may only just be begin¬ 
ning. He said: “With the increasing 
demand for school places, Kent will 
have to increase its capacity with 
another 1,500 children expected to 
be looking for secondary places 
within three years, not counting 
inward migration. 

“For 2016 entry, an additional 
704 additional places have been 
created, but one wonders how much 
longer this approach can continue.” 


He said in Canterbury, non- 
selectives the Canterbury Acad¬ 
emy, St Anselm’s and Spires were 
all full, despite expansion; caused 
in part by the closure of Chaucer 
Technology two years ago. 

However, where pupils had 
previously been diverted to the 
Community College Whitstable, 
problems there may mean KCC 
accelerates what to do with the 
Chaucer site in order to ease the 
pressure in the city. 


Park's rollercoaster ride 
goes on as chairman quits 


NHS says garden city 
to be one of 10 ‘healthy 
new town’ role models 


THE multi-million pound Ebbsfleet 
Garden City is to be one of 10 areas 
around the country to be given 
‘healthy new town’ status by the NHS. 

It means the garden city will lead the 
way - and be held up as a role model - 
for being a healthy community that 
promotes good lifestyle choices. 

The project - one of only ten 
announced by NHS England this 
week - will be a joint partnership 
with Dartford, Gravesham and 
Swanley CCG. 

Michael Cassidy, CBE, chairman of 
the Ebbsfleet Development Corpora¬ 
tion, which is accelerating the 
development of up to 15,000 homes 
in Britain’s first garden city for 100 
years, said: “This is an important 
milestone in the development of 
Ebbsfleet Garden City and we are 
delighted to be part of an initiative 
that will encourage healthy lifestyles 
in the 21st century. 

“We look forward to working with 
NHS England as we drive forward 
our garden city. Having healthy new 


town status is a positive move 
forward with all that it can bring in 
health care innovation in developing 
communities.” 

As the garden city moves forward, 
the Ebbsfleet Development Corporation 
will help create opportunities for play, 
sport and recreation including 
connected cycle tracks, open air gyms, 
dog walking trails and schools that 
children and parents can walk to. 

It wants to create an accessible 
and healthy community for current 
and future generations to enjoy. 

There will also be a specific focus 
on keeping older people independent 
and healthy, supported by the latest 
technology, to help them live in their 
own homes for longer. 

Multi-functional green spaces, 
high quality leisure facilities and 
healthy eating venues will be 
developed alongside active transport 
links, integrated cycle paths and 
walking routes. Access to smart 
technology will also make healthy 
choices easy. 


THE chairman of Margate’s 
Dreamland park has quit. 

Nick Laister says he is to step 
down from the Dreamland Trust, 
the charity responsible for saving 
Margate’s famous amusement park 
from re-development. 

Mr Laister, who co-founded the 
organisation and was its first chair, 
said: ‘ ‘The trust is now entering a 
new phase. This seemed to me to 


LOCAL food champions Produced 
in Kent were named the winners of its 
Taste ofKent Awards following a 
black tie ceremony at the Kent 
Showground in Detling on Thursday 
And the winner of the big prize - 
restaurant of the year - was popular 
Folkestone cafe Googies, beating off 
stiff competition from Margate’s 
Ambrette and The Comer House in 
Minster. 


be an appropriate point for me to 
step down to allow a new chair to 
drive the organisation forward. 

It comes just months after the firm 
brought in to operate the park, 

Sands Heritage, revealed it was 
close to £3miJJion in debt, forcing it 
to renegotiate payments to creditors. 

The Dreamland Trust is now 
actively seeking a new chair - a 
non-executive voluntary role. 


Winner ofthe best diningpub was 
The George Inn in Molash 
Stephanie Durling of Produced in 
Kent, said:' ‘We would like to 
congratulate the winners and all the 
entrants. This year’s awards have 
attracted thousands of voters from 
across the county and beyond and it 
is fair to say that the results were 
extremely dose.” 

Full results: www.kentnews.co.uk. 


Taste of Kent Awards reveal 
winners at glitzy ceremony 
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After Oscar glory, Rylance now bids for Oliviers 


FRESH from winning an Academy Award in Los 
Angeles last weekend, Ashford-born actor Mark 
Rylance faces Sherlock star Benedict Cumberbatch in 
a scrap to win one of the theatre’s top awards. 

Just hours after picking up his Oscar he was nomi¬ 
nated in for an Olivier Award in the prestigious best 
actor category. 


Mr Rylance is recognised for his role in Farinelli And 
The King. He’s up against a star-studded list of nomi¬ 
nees including Mr Cumberbatch’s Hamlet, Sir Kenneth 
Branagh for The Winter’s Tale, Kenneth Cranham for 
The Father and Adrian Lester for Red Velvet. 

Find out more about Mr Rylance’s Oscar success 
inside - turn inside. 


Ambulance service on 
the defence as report on 
call handling is leaked 


By Luke May 

luke.may@archant.co.uk 


THE future of South East Coast Am¬ 
bulance Service (Secamb) chairman 
Tony Thorne is up in the air follow¬ 
ing reports he had been told to leave 
his post. 

It follows a leak earlier this week 
to the Daily Telegraph of a draft ver¬ 
sion of a report being compiled by 
health regulator Monitor. The paper 
claimed it was calling for Mr 
Thorne’s head amid claims the trust 
switched some calls from the non¬ 
emergency 111 to the 999 system; a 
move designed to buy themselves 
more time to respond to calls and 
thus hit targets. 

But the pilot project proved hugely 
controversial amid claims it could be 
putting patients’ lives at risk. 

Secamb handles emergency calls 
across Kent, East Sussex and much 
of the south east stretching through 
to Oxford and Hampshire. 

However, Monitor denied it had 
told him to go and that its official re- 



PRESSURE : Report due soon 

port into the situation had yet to be 
published. 

A Secamb spokesperson said: “We 
refute the claims. The article refers 
to a report undertaken by Deloitte 
which was not looking at patient im¬ 


pact but at the decision-making and 
governance around the implemen¬ 
tation of the pilot, and what recom¬ 
mendations can be made for Se- 
camb’s governance processes in 
light of this. 

“As we have stated previously, the 
separate, independent, clinically-led 
patient impact review, being carried 
out as part of the Monitor undertak¬ 
ings, is currently under way and is 
yet to be concluded. Until it does it is 
inaccurate and completely mislead¬ 
ing to attribute or imply any harm 
or deaths to the pilot. 

“We will publish the findings of 
the patient impact review as soon as 
it is complete.” 

The trust refused to comment on 
the position of Mr Thorne. 

Independent patient champions 
Healthwatch Kent, said: “We have 
not seen a copy of the leaked report, 
however, we are working with both 
the ambulance trust and the regula¬ 
tor Monitor. In the meantime, we 
would like to reassure people that 
we have no current concerns about 
the 999 or 111 service.” 



APPOINTMENT: Dr Phil Hesketh 


Bishop delight 
as acting dean 
given the job 

THE Reverend Canon Dr Philip John 
Hesketh has been named the new dean 
of Rochester Cathedral. 

He replaces Dr Mark Beach who 
resigned from the post in January 2015, 
after separating from his wife. 

Dr Hesketh has taken over the 
position permanently having assumed 
the role on an interim basis since Dr 
Beach’s departure. 

Dr Hesketh said: “I feel it is an 
enormous privilage to have been asked 
to be dean at this time. The cathedral 
faces enormous challenges and I am 
confident that together under God we 
can meet them. 

“I have been truly humbled by the 
warmth of support I have received 
during my time as acting dean, and by 
the confidence and trust that others 
have placed in me. It is important to 
remember that no one is an island, and 
it is only together that we can be what 
God wants us to be. 

Bishop of Rochester, the Right 
Reverend James Langstaff added: “Phil 
is already well-known to the cathedral 
and wider community, not least 
through his recent time as acting dean. 
I assure him of my prayers as he 
prepares to move into the substantive 
post, and I look forward to working 
closely with him in the years to come.” 


OAP wins £30,000 
after a 60p gamble 

A RETIRED electrician from Northfleet is celebrat¬ 
ing after scooping over £30,000 fom a 60p bet. 

Tony Savill, 70, hit the jackpot as his horses 
came home in the right places as part of a 
toteplacepot sweepstake. 

A toteplacepot is where a punter has to get their 
chosen horse to finish first, second or third in each 
of the first six races at a specific meeting. 

Quoted in the Daily Mirror this week, he said he 
spends about £50 a week betting on greyhounds, 
horses and football during the season. 

The Tottenham Hotspur fan admitted he checks 
a horse’s form, jockey and trainers before making 
his decision, usually at the Betfred shop in 
Gravesend. 

Mr Savill said he and his wife, Shirley, plan to 
join friends on cruises after going on a holiday to 
Scotland that they booked prior to his big win. 

He claimed the closest he has ever come to 
such a victory was a £4,000 jackpot in the late 
1970s. 


Long jail term after 
stabbing father dead 

A MAN who killed his father at his home in Tonbridge 
last year following a trivial row over a phone charger 
has been jailed for 18 years. 

Police had been called to the property in Hector- 
age Road on May 19,2015 at 7.15pm to reports that 
two men had suffered serious knife injuries. 

Patrick Murphy, 30, had repeatedly stabbed his 
father, Joe, in the chest and arms and the 54-year-old 
died at the scene. He also attacked his brother, who 
later recovered in hospital. 

Murphy was charged with the murder of his father, 
but following a trial at Maidstone Crown Court was 
found guilty of manslaughter by a jury. 

He was also convicted of wounding with intent, in 
relation to the attack on his brother. 

On Wednesday, he was sentenced to 18 years in 
prison for manslaughter and nine years for wounding 
with intent, which will be served concurrently. 

Detective chief inspector Tony Pledger said: 

‘ ‘There can never be any excuse for the level of 
violence that was used by Murphy.’ ’ 


Union ballot Eurostar 
staff over strike action 

A RAIL union has started to ballot Eurostar staff over 
strike action. 

It comes following a dispute over lone working, and 
what the Rail, Maritime and Transport union (RMT) 
describes as ‘victimisation’ of one individual member 
of staff, who was charged with gross misconduct. 

Eurostar, which has offices in Ashford and runs the 
high-speed international services that calls at 
Ebbsfleet and Ashford International stations, charged 
the train manager in question for objecting to 
instructions to work a section of a route alone. 

The ballot, for both strike action and action short of 
a strike, opened on Tuesday and closes on March 15. 

RMT general secretary Mick Cash said: ‘ ‘This is a 
situation that the union will not allow to go unchal¬ 
lenged. Our members recognise full well that it could 
be them next and that it is imperative that they stand 
together. 

A spokesperson for Eurostar refused to comment 
on individual cases but insisted the company was in 
on-going discussions to find a solution. 
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MPs write to energy secretary 
to switch off giant pylon path 
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ROUTE : Pylons will cut across much of east Kent if plans get the go-ahead 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


THREE east Kent MPs have intensified their 
opposition to plans for a string of huge new 
pylons across the countryside by writing to 
the energy secretary, Amber Rudd. 

North Thanet’s Sir Roger Gale, Thanet 
South’s Craig Mackinlay and Canterbury’s 
Julian Brazier, all Conservative, are all 
standing up to plans by National Grid for the 
Richborough Project. 

The planned pylon route will carry power 
from Richborough, near Sandwich - which 
will be receiving electricity pumped in from 
Belgium via the Nemo Link - to an electricity 
sub station in Canterbury. Plans are cur¬ 
rently before the planning inspectorate. 

South East Water has already expressed its 
disappointment that the route will run 
across a site earmarked for a major new res¬ 
ervoir at Broad Oak in Canterbury. 

In a joint statement, the MPs said: “We 
have all opposed this project since it was an¬ 
nounced several years ago, and it is impor¬ 
tant that the secretary of state for energy 
knows that our constituents do not want this 
monstrosity looming over our countryside. 

“What makes it worse is that other viable 
alternatives exist. 

“We would urge anyone who agrees with 


us to also register their opposition to the 
planning inspectorate here.” 

The deadline for representations is April 1. 

The letter to Amber Rudd reads: “We col¬ 
lectively recognise the need to ‘keep the 
lights on’ but this scheme is neither desirable 
nor necessary. This line of proposed pylons 
would, if allowed to be erected, scar some of 
east Kent’s most beautiful landscapes with 
massive and intrusive structures. 

“The tallest pylons planned are as tall as the 
subsidiary towers of Canterbury Cathedral. 


“If it is necessary to import power from 
Germany at considerable loss en route then 
there is a perfectly viable undersea route 
from Zeebrugge to Kingsnorth that could 
connect to the British National Grid with 
no need for unsightly infrastructure what¬ 
soever. 

“We believe that scant attention has 
been paid to this option which might be 
slightly more costly in the short term but 
would, in the longer term, be highly cost- 
effective.” 


Corelli author latest to 
be 'In Conversation’ 

BEST-selling British novelist, Louis de Bernieres 
will visit the University of Kent next week, as the 
latest guest in its In Conversation series. 

The event will take place at 6.45pm on March 8 
in the Woolf Lecture Theatre on the University’s 
Canterbury campus, and is free to attend and 
open to all. It will be hosted by the university’s 
chancellor, Gavin Esler. 

Each event concludes with a Q&A session. 


A night with Widdy in 
aid of Heart of Kent 

FORMER MP, minister and Strictly Come Dancing 
star Ann Widdecombe will be hosting a special 
evening in aid of the Heart of Kent Hospice on June 11. 

An Audience with Ann Widdecombe will 
include stories, anecdotes and opinions and takes 
place at the Hop Farm in Paddock Wood from 
7pm. Tickets are £25. 


Teenager hurt in crash 

POLICE are appealing for witnesses following a 
smash in Sevenoaks which left a teenage pedes¬ 
trian in a serious condition in hospital. 

The 17-year-old was walking along Dartford 
Road at around 7.20pm on Wednesday when he 
was hit by a grey Vauxhall Corsa. 

If you can help call 01622 798538, or email sciu. 
td@kent.pnn.police.uk. 
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Visit our website for a online quote 

www.windows.co.uk 


AMAZING 

DEALS! 


Britelite's SupQT 


Fully installed inc. VAT 
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Windows, Doors & Conservatories 


7 windows, 7 openers, total up to 
7 sq metres Installed inc VAT 


Britelite Triple Glazed 
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Family pay tribute to ‘happy 
and caring’ victim of crash 



TRIBUTES were paid this week to a 
46-year-old man killed in a 
five-vehicle smash on the A2 on 
Tuesday morning. 

Mark Sharp, an HGV driver from 
Gravesend, died following a 
collision on the A2 coastbound 
carriageway, between Leyton Cross 
and junction 2 of the M2 5, at 
5.10am. He was in a Nissan Micra 
at the time of the crash. 

In a statement his family said: 
“Mark was sadly taken from his 
family in the most tragic circum¬ 
stances imaginable. 

“Mark, a 46-year-old HGV driver, 
was born in Dulwich and lived in 
Gravesend with his beloved wife. 

“The son, brother, husband, and 
uncle will be remembered fondly as 
a gentleman with a happy, caring 
and generous manner to his loving 


family and friends. 

“The keen cook, gardener and 
classic car enthusiast will be sorely 
missed.” 

The initial crash is believed to 
have involved the Micra and a taxi 


before three further vehicles 
collided. The taxi driver had left the 
scene by the time police arrived. 
Officers believe he may hold key 
information about the circum¬ 
stances leading up to the crash. 


Fresh call to head to GP 
rather than hospital A&E 


HEALTH chiefs have once 
again urged patients to think 
long and hard before heading to 
accident and emergency 
departments at our hospitals as 
they continue to struggle under 
the weight of demand. 

It comes after Dartford’s 
Darent Valley Hospital saw a 
significant rise in the number of 
patients at its A&E. That prompt¬ 
ed a plea to use GP services or 
walk-in clinics instead if not a 
genuine medical emergency. 

Will Fleetney, emergency 
department matron at Darent 
Valley, said: “We are now seeing 
more than 300 patients a day. In 
January we saw 800 more 
patients than during the same 
period last year and nearly 200 
more ambulances attended. 

“It is important that people 
understand what services to 


use when they need medical 
attention. 

“Nearly a third of the people 
we see could potentially be seen 
by their GP or at a walk-in 
centre or minor injury unit.” 

As pressure mounts on 
emergency departments, the local 
clinical commissioning group is 
assuring people they may get seen 
quicker if they use one of the other 
services available. 

Dr Liz Lunt of Dartford, 
Gravesham and Swanley CCG 
said: “The GPs and nurses at 
walk-in centres and minor 
injury units can see you without 
an appointment. So, if you have 
a minor injury or illness, you 
may get seen quicker there than 
at A&E, as life-threatening and 
serious emergencies are always 
prioritised at emergency 
departments.” 


Competition winner 


Teacher recruitment 


Landlord presentations 

LANDLORDS in west Kent are invited to 
attend a free event on Monday, March 14, to 
share good practice. 

The West Kent Landlord Forum will take 
place at the Town Hall beginning at 5pm 
with presentations on a host of key topics 
starting from 5.45pm. 


P&O Choir joins line up 

THE P&O Ferries Choir, winners of TV show 
The Choir: Sing While You Work, will be 
back to perform at the Leeds Castle 
Classical Concert on July 9. 

The hugely popular summer event has 
tickets available now. See the website www. 
leedscastleconcert.co.uk for more. 


ALISON Griffiths from Lyminge will be 
attending the Leeds Castle Classical 
Concert after being drawn out of a hat from 
readers’ pictures sent in to our Images of 
Kent page. 

Find out how you can take part in the 
March draw by turning to our letters’ page. 


MEDWAY holds it largest teacher recruit¬ 
ment fair later this month in a bid to get more 
outstanding teachers into local schools. 

More than 75 schools, recruitment 
agencies, teacher training providers and 
teacher support agencies will be at the Corn 
Exchange in Rochester on March 23. 


Wiltshire Farm Foods make oner 
150 meals that are gluten-free, 
hassle free and deliuered free. 



Gluten-Free Menu Pack for only £24.95 


7 main courses: Braised Beef in Rich Sauce, 
Roast Pork uiitti Cider & Apple Grauy, Diced 
Beef Chilli, Chicken Korma, Salmon & Broccoli 
Supreme, Chicken & Vegetable Casserole, 
Butternut Squash and Butterbean Stem 

ORDER CODE: GF11 



You’d struggle to find just one gluten-free meal on your auerage restaurant menu 
- uihereas you’ll find ouer 150 on ours. That's real choice and real conuenience. 

From Diced Beef Chilli to Rice Pudding, each dish is made using tasty ingredients 
that are perfectly cooked then quick-frozen to lock the goodness in. Order your 
special Gluten-Free Menu Pack and taste some of the great meals on offer. 

AIL auaiiable no-contract, no-commitment and uuith free deliuery. Just order 
rnhat you uiant, uihen you uuant. 


Cali us today or go online for your FREE brochure 

01227 774 999 

miltshirefarmfoods.com 

East 



Wiltshire Farm Foods 
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Top Three Stories 



1. Southeastern struggles 

Dartford MP slams train company 


2. Longbeech needs £1.3m 

Woodland’s ground flora is suffering 

3. Westerham cafe open 

Costa has been shut since Xmas Eve smash 


The Essential Guide: 



.to Dreamland 


Everything you need to know about Margate’s 
amusement park 



FEATURED PHOTO GALLERY: A training exercise from emergency response times across 
the capital was held at the former site of Littlebrook Power Station in Dartford this week. See 
page 32 for the full story. 


Missed last week’s...? 

...YOU can read the paper online via our e-Edition at 

www. kentne ws. co.uk 


DON’T worry if you struggle 
to pick up a copy of Kent on 
Sunday, or missed a copy. 

You can access our exten¬ 
sive archive, online, through 
our website kentnews.co.uk. 
You can read the full paper, 
download articles you partic¬ 
ularly enjoy, and take a walk 


back through time with an ar¬ 
chive which stretches back 
years. 

And the best of it all, is that 
it’s all free to access. Plus, 
don’t forget, we provide a full 
news service throughout the 
week, to supplement your 
weekend read. 



Top Three Blogs 



1. Drunk and disorderly 

Why alcohol is no excuse for violence 


2. Downton Abbey? Awful 

We review the popular ITV drama 

3. Time for a 6-hour day? 

It works in Sweden, could it do so here? 


Results of the KoS 
Online Poll 

Should Kent have more 
unitary authorities? 

] Yes, I want them now - 78% 

Perhaps in the future -13% 


follow us on Twitter @kosmedia and on Facebook.com/KentonSunday 


No, I’m happy with two-tier - 9% 
Q Who cares? - 0% 




Monday: We arrive this afternoon at the lovely 
Babbacombe Hotel to a warm welcome and 
refreshments. We stay for 4 nights with days out on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Tuesday: We visit charming 
Sidmouth and the pretty seaside 
resort of Dawlish. 

Wednesday: This morning we 
visit picturesque harbour town 
of Dartmouth and Torquay this 
afternoon. 

Thursday: Today is left free so you can explore Babbacombe at 
your own pace. We travel home on Monday after a last, hearty 
breakfast to see us on our way home 

Babbacombe Hotel, Babbacombe 

Stunning sea views from the bar, restaurant and outside terraces. 80 ensuite guest rooms. Lift. 
4-course dinners. 

Departs: Monday 21st March £146 

Price includes: 4 nights hotel with 4-course dinner and full choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as 
shown. Single Supp £25 

Call to book or book online: GB TOURS ^ 0151 652 2222 
www.gbtours.com 


Our coach departs: Maidstone, 
Sittingbourne, Chatham, Rochester, 
Gillingham, Gravesend - and then to 
Babbacombe. 

No changing coaches, no endless 
pick-ups. Same coach, same driver 
throughout your holiday - always 
with GBTours. 


Fantastic Coach 
Holiday Offer: 


Babbacombe 5 days £146 


It’s true, now you can enjoy a wonderful 
spring break in Babbacombe and Devon 
for a very special price ... 

There are no ‘catches’ - just a great deal 
even the lovely days out are free - here’s 
the full details... 


free surveys 

Opening Times: 

Monday - Friday 7am - 4.30pm 
Saturday 7am - 3pm 


CALI 01622 220054 

13 www.facebook.com/glebefencing #@glebefencingltd 
108 Hockers Lane, Detling MEM 3JJ 
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UW RENAULT 

\ / Passion for life 

Fuel your Passion 

Until 14 March 



0% APR representative 

Plus £500 towards your fuel** 

The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km) for the cars shown are: urban 39.2 (7.2)-47.1 (6); extra-urban 60.1 (4.7)-62.8 (4.5); 
combined 51.4 (5.5)-55.4 (5.1). The official C0 2 emissions are 127-114g/km. EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008 test environment figures. 
Fuel consumption and C0 2 may vary with driving styles, road conditions and other factors. 

*Clio monthly payment based on £2,207 deposit, 24 monthly payments of £159, optional final payment of £6,153. Captur monthly payment based on £1,504 deposit, 24 monthly payments of £199, optional final payment of 
£8,715. Finance provided by Renault Finance, PO Box 149, Watford WD17 1FJ. Subject to status. Indemnities may be required. UK residents only (excluding the Channel Islands). Over 18s. Terms and conditions apply. Offer 
based on 6,000 miles per annum, excess mileage 8p per mile inc VAT. Finance available on selected new vehicles when ordered between 12 February and 31 March 2016 and registered by 30 June 2016. Excludes 
Renaultsport and Expression models. Offer for **£500 cashback towards your fuel (including VAT) is available to retail customers only on new Clio and Captur models when ordered between 12 February and 14 March 2016 
and registered by 31 March 2016. Clio shown has optional i.d. metallic paint, at an extra £595. Captur shown with metallic i.d. paint, and painted roof at an extra £894. 


MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE 

Bircholt Road, Parkwood 
Maidstone ME15 9XY 
Tel 0844 822 7112 


MOTORLINE ASHFORD 

Hilton Road 
Ashford TN23 1EW 
Tel 0844 822 7094 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

Westminster Road 
Canterbury CT1 1YY 
Tel 0844 822 7100 


www.motorline.co.uk/renault 

Book a test-drive 
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PRICE : The Department of Health says its current vaccination programme is suitable and that it cannot stretch to innoculating every child under the age of 11 

MenB vaccine blow due to costs 


Kent GP ‘not surprised’ at decision by the Department of Health that it cannot afford to roll out a full 
vaccination programme against meningitis B - despite tragic death of Maidstone toddler Faye Burdett 


T HE Department of 
Health’s decision 
earlier this week to 
reject giving the 
meningitis B vac¬ 
cine to all children on cost 
grounds has been slammed by 
a charity, writes Tom Pyman. 

A petition demanding a 
change in policy received over 
800,000 signatures last 
month following the death of 
two-year-old Maidstone tod¬ 
dler, Faye Burdett, on Valen¬ 
tine’s Day. 

The story attracted nation¬ 
wide interest after her mother 
Jenny shared shocking ‘before 
and after’ pictures of her 
daughter - one taken just be¬ 
fore her death - on social me¬ 
dia, saying the family had en¬ 
dured “a pain you cannot 
describe”. 

Currently, only newborn 
children are eligible for the 
vaccine. The petition called 
for that to be rolled out to all 
children under the age of 11. 

But the government has 
said that “the NHS budget is a 
finite resource”, meaning it 
has to follow recommenda¬ 
tions by the joint committee 
on vaccination and immuni¬ 
sation (JCVI) to prevent fur¬ 
ther pressure being piled on 
the health service. 

However, the Meningitis 
Research Foundation said it 
was disappointed by the gov¬ 
ernment’s decision, with a 
spokesperson saying: “Al¬ 
though we understand that 
the NHS budget is finite, we 
argue that the current cost- 
effectiveness rules underval¬ 
ue the prevention of severe ill¬ 
ness in childhood. 

“There is evidence that the 
public prefer prevention over 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


cure, and would rather pre¬ 
vent death or severe disability 
in a few than mild illness 
among many people. 

“But the rules do not reflect 
these preferences. Meningitis 
is every parent’s nightmare. 
And the government’s cost- 
effectiveness calculations 
simply do not take this level of 
public concern into account. 

“They must, or the meningi¬ 
tis B vaccine and future child¬ 
hood vaccines for less common, 
severe illnesses will always face 
an uphill struggle.” 

The charity said it had re¬ 
peatedly called for a study to 
show whether immunising 
teenagers could protect all 
age groups but the govern¬ 
ment still had not agreed to 
this despite the JCVI recom¬ 
mending it in 2014. 

Vinny Smith, chief execu¬ 
tive of the charity, said: “In 
the past two weeks there has 
been an unprecedented surge 
in public awareness about 
vaccinations against menin¬ 
gitis and private vaccine 
stocks have run out. 

“The demand for this vac¬ 
cine is clear. This is an excep¬ 
tional disease, with excep¬ 
tional fear associated with it. 
For every parent who worries 
this could touch their family, 
400 cases of meningitis each 
year is simply 400 too many.” 

But Strood GP Dr Julian 
Spinks said the decision was 
not a surprise. He told KoS: 
“The meningitis B vaccine 
cost a lot to develop so is quite 
expensive. We only have the 
current scheme because the 
government managed to 
make a deal to lower the price. 

“I understand people say¬ 
ing that you can’t put a value 


on our children’s lives, but if 
you’re going to spend money 
you’ve got to first put it in con¬ 
text with where else that 
money could be spent: you 
could be choosing between 
two different lives. It’s a very 
difficult decision that has to be 
made.” 

Parents and friends of Faye, 
for whom a memorial service 
was held this week, declined 
to comment on the decision 
when contacted by KoS. 

The debate extended to the 
House of Commons on 
Wednesday, where Helen 
Whately, MP for Faversham 
and Mid Kent, asked the prime 
minister if “the government 
will look at what more could 
be done to prevent more chil¬ 
dren like Faye dying from this 
horrible disease?”. 

Responding, David Camer¬ 
on said: “On behalf of the 
whole house let me extend my 
sympathies and condolences 
to Faye’s parents and all those 
who had children suffering 
from this terrible disease. 

“The programme was based 
on the advice of the JCVI who 
recommeded targeting the 
vaccine to protect infants at 
highest risk; the incident of 
highest risk occurs at five 
months and of the 276 chil¬ 
dren contracting meningitis B 
(MenB) last year, over 100 
were under one year of age. 

“But [Ms Whately] makes 
important points and we need 
to look at all the evidence 
carefully, as do the expert 
bodies that advice us, recog¬ 
nising that Britain has al¬ 
ready taken some very impor¬ 
tant steps forward in being 
the first country to vaccinate 
in this way.” 


An official, formal debate is 
still scheduled to take place in 
the Commons, as a consider¬ 
ation for any discussion needs 
to be had when a public peti¬ 
tion receives over 100,000 sig¬ 
natures. 

In response to the petition, 
the Department of Health said: 
“The MenB vaccine is offered 
to infants, free on the NHS, at 
two months with further doses 
at four and 12 months. The 
programme, as advised by in¬ 
dependent experts, offers pro¬ 


tection to those at highest risk. 

“As the UK, we are proud to 
have been the first- and to 
date the only - country in the 
world to introduce a national, 
publicly-funded MenB im¬ 
munisation programme for 
infants using the Bexsero vac¬ 
cine. We are leading the world 
in offering children protection 
from this devastating disease. 

“The NHS budget is a finite 
resource. It is therefore essen¬ 
tial that JCVI's recommenda¬ 
tions are underpinned by evi¬ 


dence of cost-effectiveness. 

“Offering the vaccine out¬ 
side of JCVI’s advice would not 
be cost effective, and would 
not therefore represent a good 
use of NHS resources.” 

Maidstone MP Helen Grant 
added: “I believe the manufac¬ 
turer should be taking a more 
reasonable view on their pric¬ 
ing policy to allow our publicly 
funded scheme to be expand¬ 
ed. I will be asking questions 
of the DoH regarding their ne¬ 
gotiating stance on this point.” 



• End of life vehicles purchased • 

• All grades of iron & steel purchased • 

Richborough Road, Sandwich, Kent CT13 9JE 
01304 617733 (Non-ferrous department) 
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ROW: David Cameron and Francois Hollande in Amiens this week. Talks between the two were dominated, at first, by claims by a French minister the Jungle could hop across the Channel to Kent 

French minister claims migrant 
camps could be heading our way 

Fresh political row erupts after senior government official in Paris says border controls in Calais may 
be switched to Dover if we pull out of the EU, while French president warns of ‘consequences’ of Brexit 


A VOTE for Brexit could re¬ 
sult in migrant camps 
being moved from Calais 
to Kent, a French gov¬ 
ernment minister has 

suggested. 

Finance minister Emmanuel Ma¬ 
cron indicated that British withdrawal 
from the EU could lead to Paris ending a 
2003 treaty which allows UK border 
guards to be stationed in Calais, where 
thousands of migrants live in make¬ 
shift encampments awaiting their op¬ 
portunity to cross the Channel. 

Speaking ahead of talks between 
David Cameron and president Fran¬ 
cois Hollande in the French city of 
Amiens, Mr Macron also suggested 
France would “roll out the red car¬ 
pet” for bankers wanting to “repatri¬ 
ate” from the City of London to Paris 
if Britain quit the EU. 

He cautioned that any country 
leaving the 28-nation bloc could not 
expect to retain the same terms of 
trade with its former partners. 

The prime minister is likely to see 
Mr Macron’s comments as confirma¬ 
tion of his own warning that France 
could stop allowing UK border checks 
on its side of the Channel if Britain 
votes to leave the EU. 

Downing Street confirmed the two 
men are expected to discuss the situa¬ 
tion in Calais at the Anglo-French 
summit, where security is top of the 
agenda. 

Mr Cameron said he was “con¬ 
vinced” EU membership enhances 
Britain’s security, as he prepared to 
unveil plans to co-operate with 
France on the development of a new 
advanced drone. 


Mr Macron indicated that UK de¬ 
parture from the EU would scupper 
the Le Touquet treaty which has seen 
UK border officials carrying out 
checks on the French side of the 
Channel. 

“The day this relationship unrav¬ 
els, migrants will no longer be in Cal¬ 
ais,” he said. 

Meanwhile, the “financial pass¬ 
port” system which allows UK finan¬ 
cial services companies to operate in 
the rest of Europe would “work less 
well”, he said, 

In an echo of Mr Cameron’s 2012 of¬ 
fer to “roll out the red carpet” to busi¬ 
nessmen fleeing high-tax France, Mr 
Macron told the FT: “If I were to rea¬ 
son like those who roll out red carpets, 
I would say we might have some repa¬ 
triations from the City of London.” 

During the two-year process of ne¬ 
gotiating a new relationship with a 
departing member, the EU’s “collec¬ 
tive energy would be spent on un¬ 
winding existing links, not recreat¬ 
ing new ones”, he said. 

Mr Macron’s comments were dis¬ 
missed as “scaremongering” by Lon¬ 
don mayor and leading advocate of 
Brexit Boris Johnson. 

Breaking into Franglais during a 
visit to south London, Mr Johnson 
said: “I would say ‘Donnez-moi un 
break’. There’s absolutely no reason 
why that treaty should be changed. 

“It was an inter-governmental 
treaty, it was the Le Touquet treaty. It 
was signed between the British gov¬ 
ernment and the French government. 
It’s not in the French interests to want 
to do that and it’s just the usual flap¬ 
ping and scaremongering.” 


Meanwhile, cabinet minister Chris 
Grayling, who is also campaigning 
for Leave, pointed to recent com¬ 
ments by French interior minister 
Bernard Cazeneuve, who said that 
dropping the border co-operation 
with Britain would be “foolhardy”. 

He spoke after Conservative MP 
and Grassroots Out co-founder Peter 
Bone said France should be ashamed 
that it cannot rehouse the 4,000 mi¬ 
grants in The Jungle. 

During a debate in Westminster on 
Thursday, Mr Bone said: “Some 
French minister has apparently been 
saying that if we have the nerve to 
come out of the EU, all the 4,000 peo¬ 
ple in Calais will be put in rubber 
boats and come across to Britain, be¬ 
cause the French don’t want any¬ 
thing to do with it. 

“So if I was a Frenchman, I would 


MIRGRANTS facing eviction from 
the camp in Calais known as the 
Jungle sewed their lips together to 
protest at their treatment by France. 

At least five men staged the 
protest and held aloft banners as 
bulldozers cleared ramshackle 
homes in the slum. 

French CRS riot officers armed 
with tear gas, batons and riot 
shields stood by as the protest was 
held peacefully. 

Elsewhere, a shack went up in 
flames as clearance continued at the 
camp, which is home to around 4,000 
migrants and refugees, many of 


be hugely embarrassed by my gov¬ 
ernment - a country that’s two-and- 
a-half times the size of this country 
and it’s roughly the same population 
- cannot disperse 4,000 people and 
look after them. They should be 
ashamed. 

“But could we have a statement 
from the foreign secretary next week 
letting this house know whether it is 
the government’s position that if we 
came out of the EU we would have 
more immigration to this country 
rather than less?” 

Mr Grayling replied: “I’m absolute¬ 
ly certain that the foreign secretary 
will be back before this house again 
shortly and the opportunity will be 
there to put that point. 

“Of course I have heard in the last 
couple of weeks the French interior 
minister reassure us that the bilateral 


whom are intent on reaching Britain. 

Migrants and refugees who have 
fled war, poverty and persecution 
looked on as bulldozers disman¬ 
tled the shacks they had lived in. 

One migrant, a 2 2-year-old man 
from Darfur, Sudan, who declined to 
be named, said the French 
authorities have treated them like 
“animals”. He said: “One of the 
reasons to go to England is because 
you can see what life is like for us in 
France. We have been in this camp 
living like this for six months. 

“We have been treated like 
animals. We know that we are not 


agreements that exist between the 
United Kingdom and France over bor¬ 
der controls is one that the French 
government would not wish to put at 
risk.” 

But French president Francois Hol¬ 
lande warned of “consequences” if 
the UK voted to leave. He said: “I don’t 
want to scare you. I just want to say 
the truth. 

“There will be consequences if the 
UK is to leave the EU, there will be 
consequences in many areas, in the 
single market, in the financial trade, 
in development, in the economic de¬ 
velopment between our two coun¬ 
tries. 

“And especially in the way we han¬ 
dle the situation in terms of immigra¬ 
tion.” 

• For more on Europe and the EU 
referendum see page 19. 


above the law but what they are 
doing is very aggressive.” 

Local government official 
Vincent Berton said France was 
focused on finding a better solution 
for the migrants and refugees, 
particularly the children. 

He said the operation to clear the 
Jungle’s southern section would last 
three weeks. And the overall aim 
was to halve the population size of 
the sprawling site to around 2,000. 
Migrants will be moved to heated 
containers nearby or to centres 
around France where they can 
apply for asylum. 


JUNGLE DEMOLITION CONTINUES IN CALAIS 
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Established 1981 

Q)ra 


Over 58,000 customers! 


Limited 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond ■ 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number I 

of openers, White UPVC 

DOUBLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1 ,51 2 Inc VAT 

5 WINDOWS 

£1,890i^ AT 

WINDOWS 

7 


...Kent’s 


Our Sale Now On! 

leading double glazing manufacturer 


OFF ALL 

Conservatories 
& Orangeries 


.OO 

inc VAT 


inc VA' 

7 WINDOWS 

£2,6 6r«k 

TRIPLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

Cl .891 


Convert your 
conservatory into 
a usable all year 
round sun-porch with 
the 


WINDOWS 

Cl ,891 

WINDOWS 

£2,364 

WINDOWS 


f An extra 

£100 off 

on production 
V of this advert* 




JOO 

inc VAT 


WINDOWS 


Celebrating over 34 years of 

__ beautiful windows...Guaranteed 
W 0% Finance representative available 
upon request subject to status 


.OO 

inc VAT 


All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


dg) Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
l-jj| Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Energy Window 


‘I 




Don’t just 
glaze it, 


Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) 

01634294696 


All of our installers are CRB checked. 


n \\irrj 

I Offers ei 

i _■ 


m 

r 


as heard on heart 

1031 102.8 


|r ^ ^ 1 1 ■ J J \ 13 m rV~\ Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

P ^ ■AdiLZafl V r 7 Door Lock: BS3621 

Open 6 days a week I ™»r \y 

Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 

20 Hight Street, Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. |H 

01634 826 238 f i&* www.supaglaziiig.com ns m 

*1 per order. Terms and conditions apply. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request. E&OE. ss 
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Mercedes-Benz 


Service Care for your 
Sprinter, Vito & Citan 




Less Uncertainty, Cost and Hassle. 
More Flexibility, Service and Care. 


We know it’s important for you to be able to plan 
financially - and that unexpected servicing costs are 
something you’d rather do without. 

It’s a genuinely affordable option, with prices 
starting at just £19.20 inc VAT a month 
for three services. 

What’s included: 


Routine service labour costs 

■ 

Routine service parts 

■ 

Routine service lubricants 

■ 

Transferable to new owner when vehicle sold (if Plan paid for upfront) 

■ 

Emergency road side assistance 

A 

Recovery to nearest Mercedes-Benz authorised repairer 

A 

Fast track preferential authorisation and processing 

■ 

Monthly paid contract 

■ 

Prepaid contract 

■ 

Provision of replacement vehicle 

A 

Available on any vehicle age 

■ 


■ Standard cover 

A Available free, for the first three years from registration date. 

For any vehicles registered after 1 Oct 2012, cover is available for up to 30 years 
under MobiloVan UK and associated terms and conditions. 

Call us today and ask for Andy Clack 
or find out more by visiting our website... 

www.sparshatts.co.uk 
0844 396 1122 

Ashford Dartford Sittingbourne Tonbridge 
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Is it time for a 
radical shake- 
up of our local 
government? 


Money is tighter than ever and it’s not going to 
get any easier. So should we persevere with a 
two-tier system of local councils where services 
and roles are duplicated? Or should we consider 
a move to a unitary system? A KoS special report 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


A S OUR councils lurch towards 
having to become financially self- 
sufficient with funding from 
Whitehall slashed dramatically, 
there appears to be a growing 
warmth towards introducing one of the most 
dramatic changes in our local government the 
county has ever seen. 

And that could radically alter how our local 
services are provided and how much cash 
there is to go round. It could also sound the 
death knell for Kent County Council - first 
formed in 1889. 

So just what would it mean, and why would 
it impact on you? 

Currently, the county is ruled by a two-tier 
system. Kent County Council sits at the top, 
above a layer of a dozen district and borough 
councils. 

At the moment, KCC looks after services in¬ 
cluding schools, social care, public health, 
community safety and transport. 

District and borough councils are responsi¬ 
ble for services such as planning applications, 
rubbish collection and housing. 

What is now being whispered amid the cor¬ 
ridors of power - and which could yet come 
about due to Westminister’s shift towards de¬ 
volving powers to the regions - is whether now 
is the time to once again debate the issue of 
unitary authorities. 

Supporters of the idea believe it to be a more 
accountable, connected and localised system 
of governance, arguing that the current setup 
is too complex, and that it leaves residents con¬ 
fused as to who exactly is responsible for what 
services. 

A move towards introducing unitary au¬ 
thorities, like the one in Medway, would mean 
all services come under one single umbrella of 
responsibility. 

Kent would be effectively carved up into 
separate unitaries of roughly equal sizes - 
clumping together two or three existing east 
Kent councils, for example, into one all-pow¬ 
erful body. 

But this mass streamlining of services 
would mean a savage cull of councillor and 
administrative jobs, therefore would take a 
brave authority, at local or county level, to 
vote it through. 

Indeed, KCC leader, Paul Carter told KoS 
this week he is committed to making the cur- 

East 


rent two-tier system work, although did hint 
that one, county-wide unitary council such as 
the one seen in Wiltshire, could bear fruit if 
such a situation was forced on them by central 
governement. 

The fact he is even pondering the plan could, 
say observers, speak volumes as to anxiety lev¬ 
els in County Hall about just what could lurk 
around the corner in an era of such dramatic 
and swift changes to local authorities. 

But the gradual removal of the revenue sup¬ 
port grant as part of George Osborne’s auster¬ 
ity push means local government is under 
more financial pressure than ever before, and 
cuts to frontline services have been significant 
over recent years. 

In their recent budgets, both KCC and Med¬ 
way approved a council tax increase of almost 
four per cent in an attempt to help balance the 
books. But services are still being savaged. 

Critics of the current two-tier system claim 
transitioning to a unitary setup would be 
more cost-effective, with the financial benefits 
potentially passed onto local people in the 
form of council tax being reduced. 

Sir Roger Gale, MP for North Thanet, said 
the idea was gaining traction in the east of the 
county, with fellow Conservative members, 
Julian Brazier (Canterbury), Craig Mackinlay 
(South Thanet) and Charlie Elphicke (Dover) 
also in support. 

He told KoS: “I’m absolutely, totally in favour 
of the idea. I think KCC has lost the plot and I 
think we would be better off with an east Kent 
unitary of Shepway, Canterbury, Thanet and 
Dover, with Swale perhaps being cut in half. 

“East Kent Housing [where councils have 
combined their housing departments into 
one] shows that this kind of movement is al¬ 
ready happening, and the next logical step is 
to go one further and form a unitary body. 

“For far too long KCC has been west Kent¬ 
centric, and with reduced numbers I think it 
would work because we’ve got good leaders 
here. 

“KCC wouldn’t have a say - Paul Carter 
thinks he does but in this instance he is irrele¬ 
vant. 

“If we can make savings through consoli¬ 
dating administration, we would then have a 
chance to spend that money on improving 
services, or reducing council tax - hopefully 
both.” 

Cllr Carter is quick to point out he doesn’t 
claim any responsibility for such a decision, 
and that it is “above my pay grade”. 
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HQ : County Hall is the 
traditional seat of power 
for Kent County Council 


gpialKi 


Complaints of a west-east divide in Kent are 
nothing new, with those in Margate feeling the 
distance between themselves and County Hall 
in Maidstone is a lot more than 42 miles up the 
A299. 


Iris Johnston, former leader and head of the 
Labour group at Thanet District Council, said: 
“The Labour Party has mixed views but I think 
generally they tend to see unitaries as the way 
forward. 


“We’ve long felt as if we’re isolated in east 
Kent and while things are improving, this is 
something I would certainly support and I can 
see it happening in the future.” 

Simon Cook, Conservative leader of Canter¬ 


bury City Council, has long backed the concept, 
but admits care needs to be taken before any 
changes are made. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16 
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THE MEDWAY EXAMPLE 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15 

He said: “If you were inventing lo¬ 
cal government tomorrow you would 
absolutely go for it, because it’s the 
most sensible way of delivering serv¬ 
ices. 

“But government policy - particu¬ 
larly in terms of devolution - is chang¬ 
ing so fast and that makes it a chal¬ 
lenge. 

“Everyone is talking about it but it 
would need to be done carefully be¬ 
cause the worst thing would be to 
rush into something and see it go 
horribly wrong.” 

Speaking on behalf of the Green 
Party, former Thanet councillor Ian 
Driver insisted supporting a shift to 
unitary authorities would feature 
heavily in the party’s election cam¬ 
paign at local level, leading up to the 
local elections next year. 

The Greens say they would like to 
see six authorities providing services 
to populations of between 200,000 
and 300,000 people, suggesting uni- 
taries covering Thanet and Dover; 
Canterbury and Swale; Shepway and 
Ashford; Maidstone, Tonbridge and 
Mailing; Dartford and Gravesham; 
and Sevenoaks and 
Tunbridge Wells. 

Mr Driver said: 

“We feel that KCC is 
too large and it 
needs breaking 
down into small 
parts because we all 
just get dragged 
along with the 
Maidstone agenda.” 

The interest is not 
simply limited to 
those in the east of 
the county, however. 


While keeping cards close to their 
chests in terms of details, councils in 
Tunbridge Wells and Tonbridge and 
Mailing hinted that the idea had been 
floated and discussions held in creat¬ 
ing a more joined-up local govern¬ 
ment system. 

David Jukes, leader of Tunbridge 
Wells Borough Council, said: “We are 
looking at the possibility of combined 
authorities but at this stage we will 
not be considering unitary authori¬ 
ties.” 

Meanwhile a spokesperson for Ton- 
bridge and Mailing added: “We are in 
early discussions with both the coun¬ 
ty council and other districts to iden¬ 
tify ways of streamling services.” 

While the concept takes baby steps 
in the west, and gathers train-like 
momentum in the east, there appears 
to be no movement whatsoever in the 
north of the county. 

Neither Dartford nor Gravesham 
councils have engaged in discussions 
about merging into a unitary author¬ 
ity and don’t appear to intend to any 
time soon in the future. 

While insistent that the current 
model is proving effective for the peo¬ 
ple of Kent, Cllr Carter admitted if a 
unitary was to be 
introduced, he’d 
want it to be 
county-wide, like 
the one seen in 
Wiltshire. 

The authority 
there rolled the 
former county 
council and four 
district councils 
into one unitary 
|body in 2009, 
and is now re¬ 
garded as one of 


Those that are interested will look 
extensively at the journey Medway 
has taken to become a single body 

The authority reorganised in 1974 
to see Strood Rural District Council, 
the City of Rochester and the 
borough of Chatham join together 
to form Medway District Council. 

In 1998, Gillingham Borough 
Council joined to create today’s uni¬ 
tary Medway council, which 
councillors clearly feel has been a 
success and a source of pride. 

Former Conservative council 
leader Rodney Chambers, who is 
now the authority’s portfolio holder 
for inward investment, strategic 
regeneration and partnerships, was 
involved in the decision making 
process just before the turn of the 
century and claims the authority 
has no regrets nearly 20 years on. 

He said: “There was a debate in 
the late 1980s and plans to divide 
the county up into three or five 
authorities, with Medway being one 
of those. 

“That died a little in the early 


the most efficient authorities in the 
UK. 

Cllr Carter, pictured left, told KoS: 
“We’re working very hard to try and 
make two-tier work. 

“But if people are going to open the 
debate, the answer for me is that you 
need large unitary authorities to pro¬ 
vide all services effectively. 

“The strength and size of the coun¬ 
ty council allows us to lobby central 
government hard and I think that 
power would be lost if Kent was bro- 


1990s but then when the area 
suffered a loss of employment we 
began to resurrect the proposals. 

“Ultimately, Medway came about 
because the local authorities 
realised that we weren’t able to 
regenerate the area without being 
in control of our own destiny. 

“The government listened to us 
and we have ended up with what is 
now recognised by most people as 
a great success. 

“We have restored Medway’s 
standing as a place to live and 
do business and proved that 
we were able to bring back 
opportunities and set an example of 
delivering regeneration from a 
local level. 

“Our strength was that we were 
an identifiable, cohesive area. 

‘ ‘It could possibly work with 
coastal communities like Thanet 
and Dover which are suffering, but 
I’m not so sure about rural areas of 
the county. 

“Having said that, it’s something I 
recommend they seriously 


ken up into several unitaries,” he 
said. 

“People are very proud to live in 
Kent and we’re far better off standing 
united and working together as one. 

“I’m happy with the status quo, but 
if central government were to force 
this upon us, one single authority, fol¬ 
lowing the Wiltshire model, would be 
the way to go.” 

The Local Government Association 
says that setting up what it calls a 
‘combined authority’ tends to take 


consider if they want to make an 
impact on providing better facilities 
and opportunities.” 

Alan Jarrett, the current Conserv¬ 
ative leader of Medway Council, 
said: “This system brings a number 
of benefits for our residents, the 
biggest of which is knowing exactly 
who is accountable. 

“We run all services across 
Medway, there is absolute clarity 
and it has worked very well since 
1998. 

“I couldn’t say whether it would 
work across Kent, that’s up for them 
to decide.” 

Opposition Labour leader Vince 
Maple added: “One of the interest¬ 
ing things for me is that there’s an 
identity that comes with living in 
Medway now. 

“I’m a big supporter of the 
concept, but it’s got to be right for 
that community. 

“The fact that it might be cheaper 
shouldn’t be the driver - you want 
local government to be as efficient 
as possible.” 


between 12 and 18 months to com¬ 
plete. 

The process would include a gov¬ 
ernance review by every council in¬ 
volved and a government consulta¬ 
tion on whether the authority will 
fulfil certain obligations, before par¬ 
liament approves the application. 

■ What do you think? Is it 
worth pursuing? Share your 
views and join the debate, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk. 
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Authentic Reclamation 
West Lymden Farm 
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Advertiser’s Announcement 


At last! Quality and 
reliable property 
maintenance in Kent! 


Maintain Total Property 
Care Ltd identified a large 
gap in the market in Kent and 
throughout the South-east 
for reliable, efficient, highly- 
skilled and affordable people 
to maintain properties in 
good order: builders, roofers, 
decorators, plumbers, 

electricians and other 
operatives. Their engineers 
and other workmen are able 
to complete their jobs without 
the distraction of having to 
deal with administration as 
they provide full back-office 
support. 

Because of constant changes 
in regulations all staff 
receive regular training to 
ensure that they provide the 
highest and most up-to-date 
standard of workmanship. 

You will always be able 
to contact your dedicated 
account manager whenever 
you need to. Their 
responsibility is to keep 
you informed of all aspects 
of the work and to ensure 
your complete satisfaction 


at all times. This includes 
clearing up after themselves 
and bringing their own 
refreshments! 

Ben Williams, MD, says 
“Working with some of the 
best Engineers & Trades 
people in Kent is a very 
rewarding experience. 
Everyday I am humbled 
by their enthusiasm, 
professionalism and 

commitment to maintaining 
the highest standards of 
service.” 

They are totally committed 
to resolving your property 
queries as cost-effectively 
and swiftly as possible. Their 
aim is to leave you at the 
end of the job having had a 
pleasant experience. This is 
the key to happy and long¬ 
term relationships which 
they have with current 
customers 

Many property maintenance 
companies cover only 
emergencies. Whilst they are 
also here for these, the aim 
at Maintain Total Property 


Care Ltd is to assist you with 
all aspects of maintaining 
your home, before problems 
become costly emergencies. 

Imagine having regular 
property MOTs to check that 
everything in your house is 
safe and in good condition, 
from the roofing to the 
wiring and the plumbing. 

Most people only discover 
problems when it is too late 
to avoid costly remedies. Give 
Maintain Total Property 
Care a call now to see how 
they can help you to avoid 
these issues and make your 
life less stressful. 

Areas of expertise include 
painting and decorating, 
electrics, plumbing and 
heating, garden maintenance 
and landscaping, building, 
and renewable heating and 
electricity. 

You can also keep up to 
date with news, top tips & 
competitions by following 
& liking Maintain Total 
Property Care on Facebook. 




Gary, handy person 


Sebastian, engineer 


Sam, electrician 


Jamie, handy person 


Hannah Office Manager 



Plumbing, Heating & Electrical 
All Building and Interior work 
Painting & Decorating 
Gardening & Landscaping 
Professional & dedicated team 

Let us make our mark on your 
home ...and clear it up after! 

www.maintaintotalpropertycare.co.uk 

Canterbury 01227 207 111 
Folkestone 01303 767 110 
Ashford 01233 225 640 

Ramsgate, Margate & Broadstairs 01843 269 736 
Dover, Deal & Sandwich 01304 803 579 


Like and follow us for top 
tips and competitions 
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Calleywell Lane, Aldington, Kent TN25 7FZ 


A stylish new extra care development, 


comprising 33 apartments, available 
for shared ownership sale or rent. 
The development has extensive 
communal facilities, together with 
care and support services on site 


Prices from: 

£ 110 , 000 - 


24 hours per day, to give you total For sales information, please contact 


peace of mind. 


Housing & Care 21 sales team on: 


For rental information, please contact 
Ashford Housing Services on: 

01233 330688 


housingservices@ashford.gov.uk 


Developed in 
partnership with: 



ASHFORD 

BOROUGH COUNCIL 


Kent 

County 

Council 

IraQOVUl 




Homes & 

Communities 

Agency 


0345 608 4021 

sales@housingandcare21 .co.uk 
www.housingandcare21.co.uk 

* based on a 50% share of a two bedroom apartment 


housing<fecare21 
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European 
gang remain 
divided over 
union future 

For those elected to Brussels, the pros 
and cons of the EU should surely be 
more obvious? But when we asked for 
their views, it appears not to be the case 



By Luke May 

Luke.may@archant.co.uk 


I T WOULD have come as little 
suprise to many when we re¬ 
vealed last week that the coun¬ 
ty’s members of Parliament are 
broadly split as to whether we 
should opt to remain or leave the EU 
in June’s referendum. 

After all, the debate has divided 
opinion across the political spectrum 
for years. 

But you would, perhaps, think that 
those who spend much of their time 
striding not the corridors of power in 
this country, but deep within the 
heart of the Brussels bureaucratic 
machine, would be broadly more sup¬ 
portive. 

Yet, when you consider three of our 
MEPs are Ukip - and another, Janice 
Atkinson, was elected Ukip before be¬ 
ing booted out of the party - you can 
immediately see that opinion sits as 
divided as that in Westminster. 

There are 10 MEPs in total who 
serve the south east - an area which 
encompasses all of Kent and stretches 
up through East and West Sussex, 
Hampshire, the Isle of Wight and Sur¬ 
rey, Oxfordshire and Berkshire. 

The last Euro elections were in May 
2014, with Ukip claiming the lion’s 
share of MEPs. 

And it is only Conservative Nirj 
Deva who is yet to announce his 
stance on whether to stay in the Eu¬ 
ropean Union, or to join the Brexit 
campaign. 

So from the remaining nine MEPs 
representing our region, just where 
does everyone stand? 

All three Ukip MEPs are opposed - 
and among their number is the na¬ 
tional party leader, Westerham’s Ni¬ 
gel Farage, whose views on Europe 
are well known. 

Ukip MEP Diane James outlined her 
concerns over staying in. 

She told KoS: “What was initially 
proclaimed as a trade-enhancing as¬ 
sociation deal in the 1970s with some 
political linkage, EU membership has 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


become a political anchor with a 
mere trade glossing element to dis¬ 
guise from UK citizens that political 
and government control now resides 
in Brussels, Strasbourg and Luxem¬ 
bourg rather than London, Edin¬ 
burgh, Cardiff or Belfast. 

“Be it energy strategy, environ¬ 
mental protection, workers’ rights, 
taxation policy and many others - the 
UK government can and should make 
decisions on these vital areas without 
EU interference, control or diktat.” 

But as the Conservative party finds 
itself at the centre of a split over the 
referendum, with prime minister 
David Cameron leading the cam¬ 
paign to stay in, and mayor of London 
Boris Johnson a vocal supporter of the 
Brexit campaign, the party’s divide 
has leaked in to its EU representa¬ 
tives. 


Former leader of the Conservatives 
in Europe, Folkestone’s Richard Ash¬ 
worth, however, supports the PM’s 
stance and believes the UK is better 
off in. 

He said: “The Cameron package 
has put the UK in a unique place; and 
it is a good deal for Britain. We have 
full membership of, and equal access, 
to the largest and wealthiest single 
market in the world - bigger even 
than the USA. 

“We do not have to join the euro 
and our taxpayers will not have to 
pay for Eurozone bailouts. We are not 
members of the Schengen zone; that 
means we are under no obligation to 
accept refugees, migrants or third 
country nationals unless we choose 
to do so. 

“We have legal recognition that the 
UK is an independent sovereign coun¬ 


try in charge of its own destiny; our 
parliament has a stronger role and we 
are not committed to ever closer un¬ 
ion. 

“Far too often this debate is about 
emotions and not facts. The ‘out’ 
campaign has not offered any credi¬ 
ble alternative, and it is not simply 
enough to say leave for leave’s sake. 
Why step out of the world’s largest, 
wealthiest single market, putting in¬ 
dustry, jobs and growth at risk for a 
leap into the dark?” 

But fellow Conservative and dedi¬ 
cated Eurosceptic Daniel Hannan 
claims the UK can have its cake and 
eat it too, by leaving the EU but still 
playing an active part in the Europe¬ 
an market. 

He said: “Our annual tribute to 
Brussels now stands at £19bn a year. 
If we kept that money at home, we 


could give the entire country a two 
thirds cut in council tax. 

“It’s true that some of the £19bn is 
spent in Britain. Around half of what 
we hand over dribbles back to us. 

“As long as we’re in the EU, we can’t 
sign independent trade deals with 
booming countries like India, Paki¬ 
stan, Australia and New Zealand 
which are among our oldest friends. 

“Back in 1973, when we joined, Eu¬ 
rope looked like the future. Since 
then, the EU has shrunk from 36 per 
cent of the world economy to 17 per 
cent. 

“No one is suggesting that we give 
up on our trade with Europe; only 
that we also lift our eyes to more dis¬ 
tant horizons. 

“You don’t have to be in the EU to be 
part of the common market. 

“The European free trade area 
stretches right across the continent, 
(from non-EU Iceland to non-EU Tur¬ 
key. No one is suggesting that we will 
leave that common market when we 
leave the EU.” 

But as campaigners on either side 
discuss the economic factor of leav¬ 
ing, the Liberal Democrat’s sole repre¬ 
sentative in Europe, Catherine Beard- 
er, highlighted the work done 
between Kent Police and enforcement 
partners overseas, citing the work as 
a reason to stay in. 

She said: “Kent benefits hugely 
from our EU membership. This region 
is the gateway for trade with Europe, 
driving investment and jobs. 

“We’ve also seen millions of pounds 
of EU funding spent to boost the local 
economy, including major redevelop¬ 
ments of Folkestone and Chatham 
town centres and schemes to promote 
tourism. 

“Thanks to the EU, Kent Police is 
able to work closely with its European 
partners to keep us safe, bringing a 
number of serious criminals to jus¬ 
tice.” 

Which leaves us with five wanting 
out, four hoping to stay in and one 
still pondering their options. 

Now whoever thought the Europe¬ 
an debate was going to be clear cut? 
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SPLIT: Richard Ashworth (Con), Catherine Bearder (Lib), Daniel Hannan (Con) and Diane James (Ukip) all have 
very clear views on whether we should vote to stay in or opt out of the European Union. 


IN OR OUT? SOUTH EAST MEPS 9 CURRENT POSITIONS: 


IN 


OUT UNDECLARED 


■ Richard Ashworth (Con) ■ Nigel Farage (Ukip) 

■ Anneliese Dodds (Lab) ■ Raymond Pinch (Ukip) 

■ Keith Taylor (Green) ■ Diane James (Ukip) 

■ Catherine Beader (Lib ■ Janice Atkinson (Ind) 

Dem) ■ Daniel Hannan (Con) 

East 


I Nirj Deva (Conservative) 

















(3CT»Tin^r°1^w7Ti ’ftp) f^PJI IT^Tfefri^fTtqlnrrffl ^ iJTnrnnc^) 


It’s not perfect, but 
EU fuels our growth 

Laura Sandys is the former Conservative South Thanet MP 
who stood down at last year’s general election. Today, she is 
chair of the European Movement - part of the campaign for 
Britain to remain in the EU. Following on from last week’s 
article by Sittingbourne MP Gordon Henderson’s on why he 
want to leave, Ms Sandys makes her case to remain to KoS. 


T WAS was lovely to be back in 
Sandwich a few weeks ago at an 
event putting forward the case 
to stay in the EU. 

A very well attended debate 
at Discovery Park with outers and in- 
ners, it was fascinating to hear the 
public’s concerns about both sides of 
the argument. 

Kent is a particularly interested 
party in relation to the EU in or out 
debate. We are at the front line of rela¬ 
tionships with Europe. 

While some of these will not be im¬ 
pacted by any exit, many of them 


will. The bigger companies will al¬ 
ways find a way to make trade work, 
but it is the smaller companies and 
sole traders that do a lot of trade with 
Europe who will be hit by any small 
changes to our relationship. 

Currently we benefit from thou¬ 
sands of EU students coming to our 
English language schools in Folke¬ 
stone, Thanet and Canterbury with 
no restrictions - and bolstering the 
local economy throughout the year. 

It is great that Ramsgate fishermen 
can sell 90 per cent of their fish in 
Boulogne fish market -1 can’t see the 


French fishermen wanting our com¬ 
petition if we come out of the EU. 

And with visa control, which is 
what we will need if we come out of 
the single market, how will that im¬ 
pact our tourist businesses who de¬ 
pend on European visitors all year 
round? 

We take for granted that people 
and goods can move between the UK 
and at the meeting in Sandwich it 
was good to hear from a local haulage 
company who was saying how disas¬ 
trous it would be for Kent’s transport 
businesses if we left the EU putting 




additional barriers to free movement. 

This would obviously impact Euro¬ 
tunnel and our ferry companies too. 

I have never apologised for our 
membership of the largest trading 
bloc in the world, neither am I apolo¬ 
getic for having a strong voice in 
shaping the rules of our neighbour¬ 


hood. While all bureaucracies need a 
kicking on a regular basis that is no 
reason to leave. 

While Europe has certainly done 
some irritating things, on the big sub¬ 
stantive issues the UK has done well 
out of our membership. 

Family friendly employment rights, 



Featuring rare products from the Hornby, Scalextric, 
Airfix and Corgi archives. 

Track the history of Hornby's iconic model trains from 
Frank Hornby's early home-made toys in 

Don't miss the spectacular Model Railway 
and Scalextric layouts 


Moving to 
Ramgsate 
harbour Spring/ 
Summer 2016 




www.hornby.com/visitorcentre Tel: 01843 233524 
E-mail: visitorcentre@hornby.com 
WESTWOOD MARGATE KENT CT9 4JX 

On the A254 Ramsgate Road, between 
Westwood Cross Shopping Centre and Margate. 
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HORNBY 

HOBBIES. 

(visitor 


Visitor 
Centre and 
Retail Shop 
open 7 days 
a week 
Visitor Centre 
tickets prices 
Adult £5, child 
(ages 5-15) and 
concessions 
£2.50. 


Shop open from 
10am - 4 pm 


ACCIDENT CLAIM? 



We can help with 
your claim for: 

• Head/brain injuries (We are 
included in the Headway 
Solicitors Directory 2016) 

• Accidents at work 

• Car and motorbike accidents 

• Fatal accidents 

• Trips and slips 

• Medical negligence 


Call Girlings’ Personal 
Injury Claims on 

0845 2221 999 
for FREE, no obligation 
advice on your claim 



MEMBER OF 



The Law Society 

Hr. * 



www.girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 


KENT no win no fee specialists 
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the environment - the birds, the bees, 
and Kent’s blue flag beaches and 
clean air. 

Visa free travel, cheaper flights 
and, yes, our working hours... and 
that is before we talk about the 
£3,000 per household benefit of being 
a member of the single market. 


At the same time we do have con¬ 
trol over our borders as we still need a 
passport to travel to Europe. And we 
also have total sovereignty as it was 
the British Parliament who passed 
the European Communities Act and 
it can be repealed any time - with or 
without a referendum. We are sover¬ 


eign - no one took us into the EU 
against the will of parliament. 

There is of course the vision for an 
exit - but the audience at the debate 
in east Kent was rather amused when 
hearing the two proponents of a Brex- 
it at a public meeting. 

One, from the right, and one from 


Labour, The ‘leave’ argument left 
their audience as clear a mud about 
what Brexit might look like. Their 
conflicting visions and their confu¬ 
sion generated mirth in the audience 
as one proposed that “liberation” 
would herald the creation of a social¬ 
ist republic of Europe while the city 
slicker shaped the vision more akin to 
Singapore with the ditching of the so¬ 
cial chapter at the heart of his re¬ 
forms. 

The out crowd did not convince 
even a sceptical audience unsure of 
whether they were advocates from 
the Tea Party or the Tooting Revolu¬ 
tionary Front. 

This confusion and conflict is from 
a movement that has had 20 years of 
cajoling, campaigning and cogitat¬ 
ing about the world outside of the EU 
and dream every night of cutting us 
off from our own continent’s most im¬ 
portant decision making body. 

Neither are recognising that we 
have total control over non-EU mi¬ 
gration and that if Belgium can sell 
more to India than the UK from with¬ 
in the EU, and Germany sells to coun¬ 
tries whose names the Foreign Office 
can hardly spell, solutions to increas¬ 
ing trade might lie closer to home. 

And day one in paradise out of the 
EU was given a reality check. At the 
heart of their confusion is that the UK 
will get a better deal than we can get 
within the club. It seems totally unre¬ 
alistic that we go from being a victim 
of Europe - kicked around by “Johnny 
Foreigner” one day but then miracu¬ 
lously as we storm out we will be able 


to cut the most fantastical deal with 
Europe. From victim to conqueror in 
one day; project unreality. 

But of all moments to consider leav¬ 
ing this is the most ludicrous time to 
be considering running for the door 
because Europe is moving our way. 

The Digital Single Market is on its 
way and with over 70 per cent of all 
digital businesses in Europe being 
British, this will create huge opportu¬ 
nities to Kent’s small and medium 
companies. 

There is the Services Single Market, 
which will totally change the balance 
of trade between the UK and Europe, 
making us a net exporter. 

Those who want us to leave talk 
about unilateral trade deals with the 
US. But with a European deal we will 
benefit the UK disproportionately as 
US companies entering the European 
market are more likely to locate their 
whole European HOs in the UK. 

And few also consider that within 
10 years Europe will have signed 
trade deals with over 80 per cent of 
the world’s population. 

Europe is far from perfect, but let’s 
not lose what we have already - to 
buy into a future no one can agree on, 
because there is no going back if 
splendid isolation fails. 

What do you think? Do you 
agree? Do you think Kent will be 
worse off in or out of Europe? 
Share your views and join the de¬ 
bate. Email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk or write to The Editor, KoS, 
Kent House, 81 Station Road, 
Ashford, TN23 1PP. 




BEYOND THE 

barricade 


THURSDAY 17 MARCH 7.30PM 
LEAS CLIFF HALL FOLKESTONE 
BOX OFFICE 0844 871 3015* dkcfk 
ATGTICKETS.COM/FOLKESTONE* 


icked by Tbe Mintage Corpora lion' 
£C£ Fully Live Band and Featuring 
■ * Iht Ultimate bancs to. 

■ k JULIE NEVACyyIS..7 


Saturday 12th March 2016 

Appearing at 

Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone 


Tickets £22.90 - Doors Open 6.30 - Showtime - 7.30 

BOX OFFICE: 0844 871 3015 

Book online at www.atgtickets.com/folkestone 


A Pitbull Production 
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A New Day dawns for 
our festival season 

Of a certain age and like your rock authentic? Then you are in 
for a treat this summer as another big event rolls into town 



By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


A FEW years ago, Kent’s 
transformation from 
music festival wasteland 
to overcrowded market¬ 
place was complete. 
There was the Hop Farm Festival in 
Paddock Wood pulling in the likes of 
Prince, Morrissey and Bob Dylan. 
Lounge on the Farm in Canterbury 
attracting the likes of Ellie Goulding, 
Nile Rodgers and The Vaccines and a 
flurry of other events everywhere 
from Faversham to Beckenham. 

But, one-by-one, they have started 
to fall from the calendar. 

The Hop Farm Festival in its original 
form - spearheaded by legendary pro¬ 
moter Vince Power - imploded after 
failing to make the sums add up. And 
when another promoter stepped into 
his shoes in 2014 he discovered that 
trying to balance the huge bill to hire 
the best bands and facilities meant 
anything less than a high ticket price 
sell-out made your bank manager 
very upset indeed. It went too. 


Lounge on the Farm was turfed out 
of its traditional Merton Farm home 
in the cathedral city and vowed to re¬ 
locate. Two years on from its last out¬ 
ing and it appears to have gone miss¬ 
ing without trace. 

The green shoots of recovery, how¬ 
ever, are now sprouting in outdoor 
venues. And the solution appears to 
be modest scale and a line-up aimed 
at a very specific audience. 

Hence the Ramblin’ Man Fair event 
in Maidstone has found that classic 
rock shifts enough tickets to ensure 
the Mote Park festival returns this 
summer. For those with a penchant 
for denim and long hair (or, at least, 
those who used to) they have been 
licking their lips at the prospect of 
Whitesnake, Thin Lizzy (at least 
those who have survived), Europe, 
Thunder, Hawkwind and Procul 
Harum. 

And now an audience of a similiar 
age have the prospect of a new addi¬ 
tion in the grounds of Mount Ephraim 
between Canterbury and Faversham. 

It is hoping the more matrue classic 
and prog rock fan will find its array of 
talent enough to splash out for a 


weekend ticket. 

A New Day Festival dawns on Au¬ 
gust 5 for three days. 

Dave Rees, from Newcastle, is lead¬ 
ing the team behind it and they are 
convinced the audience it is aimed at 
are poorly served so far. 

His bill includes the likes of Ian An¬ 
derson of Jethro Tull, Wilko Johnson 
and The Stranglers. 

Mr Rees told us: “We know there 
have been a few Kent festivals that 
have come and gone over the years, 
but perhaps they were being aimed at 
the wrong type of fan. 

“There is a small group of us and 
we are all music lovers. We wanted to 
put on the type of show we wanted to 
go and see, and judging by the ticket 
sales so far, it seems there are many 
like us.” 

His background is certainly in the 
music rather than business side. 

He said: “I have run a Jethro Tull 
magazine for some years now and it’s 
just what we all love to do.” 

The 58-year-old said: “We have 
been doing that for the past 30 years 
and there have been a few Jethro Tull 
books over the years too. 


“A few of us, about 11 years ago, 
started up a festival called WeyFest in 
Surrey. 

“It was a little thing in a pub car 
park to start with and it just got big¬ 
ger and bigger and is quite successful 
now. 

“A couple of us had a bit of a falling 
out with the others so this year, we 
decided to move to Kent. We remem¬ 
ber the Mount Ephraim site from pre¬ 
vious years back in the noughties, so 
we decided to come back there.” 

Electric Gardens ran in 2006 and 
2007 and packed a decent punch. 


Headliners included the Happy Mon¬ 
days, Calvin Harris, Supergrass, Plan 
B and The Fratellis. But after one of 
the organisers fell ill it was scrapped. 

Now A New Day is filling the nine- 
year void. 

Says Mr Rees: “We know Electric 
Gardens was on for a couple of years, 
but they were bit modern for us. 

“So we are trying to do in Canter¬ 
bury what we did at WeyFest, which 
if you have seen the line up is basi¬ 
cally some classic and prog rock, the 
blues with some folk stuff in there too 
with Steeleye Span.” 



Foster Sole 


BwiMturner 


Don't miss out! More offers in our showroom 

Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 0AD 

01634 813813 | sales@morrisandturner.co.uk | www.morrisandturner.co.uk 


m 

r WT«| 

big savings 
on fires... 
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Electric Fireplace Suite 

T 

Stone effect with 2kw Fan Heater 

1 

Sale Price £499 

Take away today! 
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INSPIRATION: Ian Anderson of Jethro Tull will be headlining 


After Mr Rees and one other left 
WeyFest, they were determined to 
keep going and there is now a team of 
seven behind A New Day. 

He said: “The knowledge we ob¬ 
tained during our time with Weyfest 
has proved to be invaluable. The festi¬ 
val team is just a group of friends, all 
of whom have ‘proper jobs’, who de¬ 
cided to join us and help with their 
various fields of expertise and, essen¬ 
tially, money. Most of us have invest¬ 
ed our life savings to ensure every¬ 


thing runs as smoothly as possible 
with no possibility of cancellation. 
We will be making this an annual 
event, hopefully.” 

Other classic bands on the bill in¬ 
clude Canterbury’s own Caravan, 
Dutch prog-rockers Focus, The Block¬ 
heads and The Martin Barre Band. 
Capacity of the event is 5,000 a day. 

For full details and to buy tickets 
see www.anewdayfestival.com. Tick¬ 
ets can be for the weekend with 
camping or single days. 



POP OVER THE BORDER FOR MORE MUSICAL EVENTS 


FORGOTTEN Fields Festival in 
Eridge Park near Tunbridge Wells 
is going ahead again this year - 
and although, strictly speaking just 
across the county border in East 
Sussex, is set to pull in plenty of 
Kent fans. 

Also taking place over the 
weekend of August 5-7 the event 
has a strong line-up with the likes 
of Suede, Dizzee Rascal, Kelis, 
Kodaline, the Sugarhill Gang and 
Kula Shaker all performing. 

Artists will be spread out over a 


number of stages and there will 
also be a cinema, fairground and 
kids zone. 

The inaugural festival last year 
proved a sell-out success. The 
event comes from the same team 
that has staged the successful 
Kendal Calling event in Cumbria. 

The team behind Forgotten 
Fields said: “Last year’s sold-out 
inaugural event was a massive 
success, with an eclectic pro¬ 
gramme of great music and 
attractions. This year it’s set to be 


bigger and better than before. 

“We aim to combine picturesque 
surroundings with an intimate 
atmosphere.” 

Tickets are on sale through www. 
forgottenfields .co .uk. 

And if you’re after something 
else, then LeeFest continues to go 
from strength to strength. First held 
in the founder’s back garden, it is 
now a major annual festival which 
will be located dose to Tunbridge 
Wells this summer. Exact details 
are kept secret. 



morris Stumer 

Don't miss out! More offers in our showroom 

Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OAD 

01634 813813 | sales@morrisandturner.co.uk | www.morrisandturner.co.uk 
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Advertiser’s Announcement 


Extending your 
home out into 
your garden 



More & more people are working from 
home and require that extra space to work 
from. A garden building, or chalet, is an 
ideal and cost-effective solution for those 
without the space or budget to extend their 
home. These buildings are also being used 
as summer houses, childrens’ & teenagers 
dens, home gyms, artists studio’s, extra 
storage space, or simply somewhere to 
relax with a glass of wine & a book whilst 
enjoying the surroundings of your garden! 
Design & quality are paramount to ensure 
you can use it all year-round as well as 
being durable to the elements. 

With annual preservative treatment, a good 
quality shed or garden building should last 
up to 15 years! 

With over 45 years experience of 
constructing garden buildings & sheds, 



family-owned & run Lockharts of 
Canterbury offer a huge selection and can 
bespoke make to your specifications, great 
if you have an odd shape or size. There 
are 40 various styles on display at their 
site at Harbledown, near Canterbury , and 
there’s always someone on-hand to offer 
that friendly & professional service 7 days 
a week of people. They will also construct a 


suitable base if required, usually concrete, 
depending on the size of the building. They 
use quality, pre-treated hardwood, cedar 
& oak timber, preserved inside & out, and 
furnishings such as double glazed windows 
and door furniture are top quality. They 
will arrange a free site visit to assess the 
space in your garden and make suitable 
recommendations so you can enjoy your 
building! They will advise on planning 
permission if required. One of these rules 
is that the eaves height mustn’t exceed 
2.5 metres if within 2 metres from your 
boundary, this applies to the majority 
of people. They will also construct a 
suitable base if required, usually concrete, 
depending on the size of the building. Once 
you have made your selection, installation 
is normally done within 3 weeks of placing 
your order. The area where the building 


will go will need to be cleared prior to 
the delivery date. The company pride 
themselves on their service, leaving you 
peace of mind that your building will be 
fully waterproof, look great and serve 
it’s purpose. They’ll also clear up after 
themselves to ensure your garden is left 
how they found it! 

They can also recommend local electricians 
who they work with if you want additional 
extra’s such as lighting & heating. Wall- 
mounted air-con/ heating units are ideal for 
chalets as these can get rather warm on a 
hot summers day too. 

Lockharts can also make timber garden 
furniture and dog kennels to match 
your chalet or shed. Visit them at 
Harbledown, Canterbury to have a look 
and get advice today! 




Woodside House, Upper Harbledown, Canterbury CT2 9AX Tel 01227 454990 www.lockharts-sheds.com 


GARDEN CHALETS & SHEDS 

superior quality, friendly, honest & expert service! No chip board here! 


Visit our 
show site in 
Harbledown 
to see our 
extensive 
range on 
display 

Open 7 days a week 


Bespoke 
buildings and 
stables also a 
speciality 
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Family’s agony as ‘The Legend’ 
dies in Vietnam waterfall tragedy 

Police continue to investigate the circumstances surrounding the death of Deal’s Christian Sloan, 24, 
and two sisters, after they fell while exploring a waterfall. This week his family paid tribute to him 



TRIBUTES: Christian Sloan grew up in Deal and worked at Dover Eastern Docks 


T HE family of a former Roy¬ 
al Navy sailor who died 
while climbing waterfalls 
in Vietnam have paid trib¬ 
ute to him, saying he was 
one of “life’s one offs”. 

Christian Sloan, 24, from Deal, died 
along with sisters Beth Anderson, 24, 
and Isobel Mackensie Squire, 19, from 
Sheffield, at the Datanla waterfalls in 
Lam Dong province last Friday. 

It remains unclear exactly how the 
three holidaymakers died, but it is be¬ 
lieved the investigation centres 
around potentially going with an un¬ 
official guide who may not have pro¬ 
vided the proper safety equipment. 

Vietnamese authorities have subse¬ 
quently suspended the tour firm in¬ 
volved. The tour guide is being quizzed 
by police as part of the investigation. 

Reports suggested the trio fell in an 
area clearly marked with warnings 
as to the dangers in both English and 
Vietnamese. 

This week, the family of Mr Sloan, 
who attended the former Walmer Sci¬ 
ence College, issued a statement 



through Kent Police. It is understood 
his father flew to Vietnam on Monday. 

The statement said: “Christian was 
a hard-working, very popular, Deal 
lad who was well known around the 
town as ‘The Legend’ for his lovely 
smile, keep fit and lust for life attitude. 

“He lived at Walmer Way with his 
mum Lesley, ward manger at Deal Hos¬ 
pital and dad Eugene a civil servant. 

“He attended Warden House Pri¬ 
mary School and played for the school 
rugby team, later moving onto 
Walmer Science College, he soon be¬ 
came a popular lad known for his 
cheeky smile. 

“He was part of a big crowd of Deal 
friends well known for enjoying holi¬ 
days around the world and attending 
the large summer festivals around 
the country.” 

The family said that Mr Sloan had 
followed in the footsteps of his sister 
Katie-Leigh by joining the Royal Navy 
in 2008 for which he served as a ma¬ 
rine engineer mechanic on board air¬ 
craft carrier HMS Illustrious and Type 
42 destroyer HMS Edinburgh. 

His family said a career highlight 
was being selected to represent HMS 
Sultan for its navy field gun team. 

After the navy, he worked as a shift 
co-ordinator at DFDS Seaways at Do¬ 
ver’s Eastern Docks, where colleagues 
lit Chinese lanterns on Monday in his 
memory. 

The family said that Mr Sloan left 
the UK on January 4 with friend 
James McGlashan to go travelling in 
Thailand and south east Asia includ¬ 
ing Vietnam. 

They continued: “Christian worked 
many extra shifts to help fund the trip 
and much planning was made to 
make sure they got their trip of a life¬ 
time right. 


“As well as meeting up with fellow 
travellers from Deal, Christian made 
many many friends along the way 
and the overwhelming support from 
these friends from across the world is 
testament to this. 

“Christian’s family would like to 
thank everyone for the support and 
condolences at this very difficult and 
trying time. Christian was a larger- 
than-life character, the kind of per¬ 
son that you knew instantly was one 
of life’s ‘one offs’, he will leave an 
enormous void in the lives of his Mum 
and Dad, brother Ashley, sister Katie- 
Leigh, his nephews and nieces and all 
that knew him. He will be missed and 
remembered forever.” 


The two sisters, who were from the 
Ecclesall area of Sheffield, were seven 
weeks into a backpacking tour of Asia 
when tragedy struck. 

In a statement released earlier 
through South Yorkshire Police, their 
family said: “Two bright lights have 
gone out. They shone brightly for 24 
and 19 years for everyone who loved 
and adored them and everyone who 
came into contact with them. Sisters, 
Beth and Izzy were living a life of ad¬ 
venture and did so, right to the end.” 

Vo Anh Tan, deputy director of the 
Lam Dong joint stock tourist compa¬ 
ny which manages the Datanla wa¬ 
terfalls, said visitors usually start at 
the top of the tiered waterfall, which 


is popular among Western tourists. 

Mr Tan said an unauthorised local 
private tour operator arranged the 
tour and apparently did not pay for 
entrance tickets and did not use the 
company’s safety equipment. 

He said the guide was detained by 
police for questioning. 

The bodies were recovered down¬ 
stream from the waterfall. 

Police believe the tourists might 
have slipped when exploring the area. 

A Foreign Office spokesman said: 
“We are providing support to the fami¬ 
lies of three British nationals following 
their deaths near Da Lat, Vietnam. 
Our sympathies are with their fami¬ 
lies and friends at this difficult time.” 
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Do your best 
work in Ashford* 

The Panorama, Park Street, Ashford, TN24 8EZ. 

Discover inspirational space at our new centre. 
Flexible offices. Co-working. And meeting rooms. 
To focus on what you do best. 


Regus 


East 


Call us. Let's talk business 

0800 756 2501 

regus.co.uk 
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Bannatyne 

Health Club & Spa 


brand 

new 

gym! 


A new functional training rig 
New upgraded CV equipment 
New upgraded resistance equipment 
A new expanded free weights area, with plate loaded equipment 


Fully refurbished club coming in March! 


38 

I «<8 

Broadstairs 

join.bannatyne.co.uk 


*Terms and conditions apply. Facilities may vary. 
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Vyvyan Cottages 
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CHEERS: Despite some miserable weather, the sun came out as the Princess Royal met residents and those behind the new homes in Iden Green, near Cranbrook. All pics: Paul Bennett 


Royal visit is crowning glory for 
affordable village development 

Princess Anne returns to the parish where she went to school to officially unveil homes designed to 
ensure those growing up in the village are not priced out of the market by exorbitant asking prices 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher(5)archant.co.uk 


T HE Princess Royal gave the 
royal seal of approval to a 
new affordable housing de¬ 
velopment in Kent this week. 
She visited Vyvyan Cot¬ 
tages in Iden Green, near Cranbrook, 
on Wednesday to see for herself the 
new homes - which are in addition to 
six built back in 1994. 

The homes have been achieved 
through a community led partner¬ 
ship between the English Rural Hous¬ 
ing Association - set up to bring af¬ 
fordable homes for local people in 
rural villages - Benenden Parish 
Council, the Harmsworth Memorial 
Trust and Tunbridge Wells Borough 
Council. 

The project has also benefitted from 
the support of the Kent Rural Housing 
Enabler, which provides support and 
advice to parish councils. 

The Princess Royal met local resi¬ 
dents and viewed one of the afforda¬ 
ble houses, before officially opening 
the new homes on the development. 

Princess Anne, the Queen’s daugh¬ 
ter, is no stranger to the area. She at¬ 
tended the plush Benenden School as 
a child in the 1960s. 

The land for the housing develop¬ 
ment was made available by the par¬ 
ish council, having been gifted to 
them by the current Viscount Rother- 
mere at the same time he made land 
available for the initial six homes. 
The development is named in tribute 
to the current Viscount Rothermere’s 
two uncles who died during the First 
World War. 
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The affordable homes have been 
made available at a lower than mar¬ 
ket rent and planning restrictions en¬ 
sure that local households with a 
connection to the village have priori¬ 
ty to live in them. 

Adrian Maunders, chief executive 
of the English Rural Housing Associ¬ 
ation, said: “The visit will help to pro¬ 
mote the benefits that small projects 


of affordable rural homes can bring to 
villages like Iden Green. 

“We were especially pleased the 
Princess Royal is able to visit one of 
our developments in Kent, where we 
have a successful track record of 
working with parish and district 
councils across the county to provide 
well designed affordable homes in 
partnership with and for the benefit 
East 


of local communities.” 

The new homes provides the parish 
of Benenden with six additional rent¬ 
ed homes. 

The properties are owned and 
managed by English Rural and can 
never be lost to the open market. 

The site is known as a ‘rural excep¬ 
tion site’, which means development 
would not have normally been al¬ 


lowed but an exception to planning 
policy was made because the homes 
are designed to be affordable and 
meet local needs in perpetuity. 

The English Rural Housing Associ¬ 
ation currently owns and manages 
around 1,200 affordable properties, 
spread amongst 150 villages, and has 
a development programme of over 
250 additional homes. 
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SEASIDE COACH HOLIDAYS 


BOURNEMOUTH RUNNER 

from £199pp’ 

k 

Enjoy 4 nights in Bournemouth on a half board basis in 2016. 


Arrival date: 

SINGLE 

DOUBLE 



8th Mar 16 

£205 

£410 



15th May 16 

£250 

£480 



18th Jul 16 

£265 

£505 

■L-Y :. , 


V 
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NEWQUAY EXPRESS 


from £425pp* 


EASTBOURNE FLYER 


Enjoy 4 nights in Eastbourne 
on a half board basis in 2016. 


from £190pp* 


Short breaks and holidays in Newquay on a half board basis. 

Arrival date: NTS SGL DBL 


12th May 16 
10th Jun 16 
15th July 16 
8th Aug 16 
6th Sep 16 


£425 £650 

£480 £785 

£425 £645 
£510 £845 

£480 £795 



Arrival date: 

18th Mar 16 
4th Sept 16 


SINGLE 

£230 

£260 


DOUBLE 

£440 

£490 


TORQUAY TORNADO 


from £240pp* 


Relax with 4 nights in beautiful Torquay on a half board basis in 2016. 

Arrival date: SINGLE DOUBLE 

28th April 16 £240 £450 

9th Sept 16 £260 £495 



LEAVING ON A JET PLANE? 


MARGATE 

RAMSGATE 

BROADSTAIRS 

BIRCHINGTON 

WESTGATE 

SANDWICH 

DEAL 

DOVER 

FOLKESTONE 

HERNE BAY 

WHITSTABLE 

FAVERSHAM 

CANTERBURY 

ASHFORD 

Heathrow 

gatwick 


4 j 




Get there with no drama, hassle, 
fuss or parking. Simply book a 
seat on our shuttle and board at 
one of our pick-up points. 


travelling alone? 

£40pp/single £75pp/return 

going together? 

£65pp/single £120pp/return 


Call 01843 823007 / 01843 823700 
or visit www.connections4you.net 

Airport Connections 


Enjoy a day out with no driving, no parking and entrance fees included 
meaning you can give your family your full attention all day long! 

AlKnAH* Call 01843 823007/01843 823700 

rtll pwl 1 IIICl/UUIlo orvisitwww.connections4you.net 
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PAINLESS: The implants do not hurt the dog and have a special coating which ensures it is not rejected by the animal’s body. Owners should visit their vet to ensure they don’t fall foul of the law 

Why you must ensure your dog 
is microchipped by next month 

Chris Murphy on a change in the law that could see pet owners hit by a £500 fine if they do not have 
they dogs implanted with all their details as government gets tough on issue of stray hounds in UK 


D ID you know that in one 
months time, if you haven’t 
got your pet dog micro- 
chipped, you may face be¬ 
ing fined up to £500? 

But in a bid to tackle the growing 
problem of stray dogs on our streets - 
and the dilemma of recruiting lost 
pets with the rightful owner - the gov¬ 
ernment has decreed all hounds need 
the identification chips by April 6. 

The chips, which are planted just 
beneath the dog’s skin, contains the 
address and contact details of the 
owner - allowing dog and animal to 
be reunited. 

Lara Murphy is the Dogs Trust 
Canterbury supporter relations offic¬ 
er - part of the UK’s largest dog wel¬ 
fare charity. 

She told us: “We welcome the new 
compulsory microchipping legalisation. 

“Losing a dog is an extremely up¬ 
setting time for both dog and dog 
owner and microchipping increases 
the likelihood that a dog will be reu¬ 
nited with their owner in the event 
they are lost. It is vital that the micro¬ 
chip details are kept up to date. 

“In 2015, there were 3,600 un¬ 
claimed and unwanted dogs left in 
council kennels across the Kent TV 
region as these dogs could not be reu¬ 
nited with their owners. Stray dogs 
that find themselves at the Dogs Trust 
are the lucky ones, as we will care for 
a dog for its entire life if needed. 

“In 2015 alone, the Dogs Trust has 


microchipped over 185,000 dogs for 
free across our network of rehoming 
centres and we’re still working tire¬ 
lessly to ensure even more dogs are 
given these painless but essential 
pieces of technology before April. 
Currently, at Dogs Trust Canterbury 
there are 40 stray, unwanted and 
abandoned dogs looking for their for¬ 
ever home.” 

Recent figures reveal close to 
50,000 dogs are dumped in the UK 
each year. By having every animal 
microchipped, it is hoped it will re¬ 
mind owners of their responsibility. 

Ian Johnson is director of Sandhole 
Veterinary Centre in Snodland. He 
explains why he supports the intro¬ 
duction of compulsory chipping. 

He told us: “The whole process of mi¬ 
crochipping is quick, easy and painless 
- the implant is very small looking 
slightly bigger than a grain of rice and 
is gently placed under the skin at the 
back of the neck, providing permanent 
and unique identification for your pet. 

“Microchipping gives the best 
chance for pets to be reunited with 
their owners should the unthinkable 
happen, which sadly it all too often 
does - even the best behaved dogs can 
run off on a walk, distracted by a rab¬ 
bit, and are more than capable of 
finding the smallest escape route 
from the garden. 

“We often see lost animals brought 
in by concerned members of the pub¬ 
lic who may have found them wan¬ 


dering the streets or hiding in their 
garden injured. 

“Currently, a quick scan soon re¬ 
veals the owner’s contact details if the 
pet is microchipped and has hopeful¬ 
ly been kept up to date. 

“If your dog is already micro¬ 
chipped, please do check that your 
contact details are correct - you never 
know when they might be needed.” 

The cost of the chip is around £15 
to £30 for dogs over eight weeks old. 
But there are some animal charities 
that may be able to provide assistance 
for owners in certain circumstances. 

Changing details will be around 
£16 and can often be done on the 
phone, providing callers have the 
15-digit chip number which is issued 
with each implant. 

Assistant dogs - such as those used 
by those with sight problems - are the 
responsibility of the organisation that 
trains and distributes them. 

With a new born puppy, chipping is 
the responsibility of the keeper of the 
bitch that gave birth. 

There are some exceptions, including 
health reasons, but there are very few, so 
vets are advising owners to act now. 

Each chip comes with a unique 
number and a whole raft of informa¬ 
tion is then held on a database in rela¬ 
tion to that number. 

This includes details of the keeper, 
if they are a breeder, name of the dog, 
contact details, gender of dog, breed, 
colour, and best guess of a date of 


birth. The ‘chip law’ also demands 
the operators of these databases must 
be capable. 

A change of keeper for a dog must 
include updating these databases. 

Any chip failure or adverse reac¬ 
tion in the dog to the chip must be re¬ 
ported to the secretary of state. 

Pet Detect distributes the micro¬ 
chips used. A spokesman explained: 
“Even with the introduction of this 
legislation, microchipping is still not 
proof of ownership, but it will contin¬ 
ue to be powerful supporting evi¬ 
dence. The words ‘legally responsible’ 
are used if your dog strays, bites or 
causes any unjust damage. As the 
keeper of the dog you are ‘liable’ for 
the dog that is registered to you.” 

Some compare the microchipping to 
the V5 registration document for your 
car - that too is not proof of ownership, 
just that the named person is the keep¬ 
er. Any unauthorised person chipping 
a dog can be fined up to £500. 

There is actually no legal require¬ 
ment for a vet to routinely scan for a 
chip and check its details, but the 
British Veterinary Association pro¬ 
motes it as best practice. 

Pet Detect’s spokesman added: “We 
recommend scanning all species of 
animals for a microchip as a matter of 
routine.” 

The Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons has issued guidelines on 
what vets should do in cases of keep- 
ership disputes. Vets are not required 


to police the legislation due to prob¬ 
lems with breaching client confiden¬ 
tiality. However, vets and implanters 
will play an important role in educat¬ 
ing owners about their responsibili¬ 
ties and promoting the benefits of mi¬ 
crochipping to their clients. 

Of course, it’s not just lost dogs that 
chipping will help. Those who are at¬ 
tacked will want to take action, and that 
can be hard without details of the keeper. 

It was announced by the govern¬ 
ment in 2013 that people who are at¬ 
tacked by dogs on private property 
will be able to press charges. 

This can include postal workers, 
telecom engineers, and utility com¬ 
pany workers. Thousands are at¬ 
tacked by dogs every year, mainly on 
private property such as gardens, 
drives and private roads each year. 

Having an attack dog chipped will 
help the authorities take legal action 
and take those responsible for the 
animal to court. 

Without it chipped, identifying the 
person responsible for an attack can 
be very difficult simply by having 
someone lie about their ‘ownership’. 

Those enforcing the Microchipping 
of Dogs (England) Regulations 2015 
will be local authorities, police in¬ 
cluding community support officers 
and anyone else the secretary of state 
later authorises. 

Across the UK, it is estimated there 
remain some two million unchipped 
dogs. 
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KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, SHOWERS & CENTRAL HEATING 
THE BIG TKM SALE NOW ON 


HEATED TOWEL RAILS 

END OF LINE CLEARANCE 

CHROME 45OW X 800H mm £35.00 
WHITE 420W X 700H mm £29.99 
WHITE 500W X 764H mm £29.99 
WHITE 600W X 760H mm £39.99 

Full range of other sizes from stock 




THERMOSTATIC SHOWER VALVES 

END OF LINE CLEARANCE Z-r* - 

Hansgrohe Ecostat 1001 SL ■ 69.00 

TREVI THERM EXPOSED £99.99 

AQUALISA BBVOOI EXPOSED £179.99 

TREND BUILT-IN 1 £99.99 

SQUARE BUILT-IN £129.99 


SHOWER ARMS AND HEADS^j. 

SPECIAL CLEARANCE J 


J _ 


SHORT SHOWER ARM ONLY FROM 
SHORT CEILING ARM VADO ONLY FROM 
ROUND SHOWER HEAD 200MM 
SQUARE SHOWER HEAD 200MM 
SQUARE SHOWER HEAD 300MM 


£12.00 

£10.00 

£19.95 

£46.95 

£139.00 


CHROME BOTTLE TRAPS 

SPECIAL CLEARANCE 
FROM £9.95 


KITCHEN SINK MIXER TAPS - 


FROM £29.95 


A 


SEMI-RECESSED BASINS 

TO CLEAR 
FROM £25.00 




ROCA WC FRAME AND 
CONCEALED CISTERN 

SPECIAL CLEARANCE 
£99.95 



KITCHEN SINKS 

END OF LINE CLEARANCE 
FROM £20.00 
PLUS CERAMIC 
SINKS FROM £179 



BATH SHOWER SCREENS 

END OF LINE CLEARANCE 
FROM £39.00 


‘TJCM 


TOILET SEATS 

TO CLEAR 
FROM £10.00 


BASIN & PEDESTALS 

END OF LINE 
FROM £25.00 




CLOAKROOM 
WALL BASINS 

TO CLEAR 
FROM £19.95 


ELECTRIC SHOWERS 
8.5kw £59.95 
9.5kw £69.95 

Full range of Mira & Triton 
shower from stock 


U 


HANSGROHE RAINDANCE 
CONNECT SHOWER 
PIPE 240 


TO CLEAR 
£199.00 




WC SUITES CLOSE 
COUPLED WITH SEAT 


FROM 


£ 59.95 


30 Other WCs on Display 



COMBI BOILERS 

Ravenheat 24kW £469.00 

Ravenheat 30kW £489.00 

Pro 24kW £552.00 

Pro 30kW £612.00 

Pro 35kW £672.00 

All Above Boilers Complete With Standard 
Flue & Time Clock, Plus 2 Year Warranty 


RADIATOR 

CLEARANCE 

SINGLE RADS FROM £25.00 
P+ RADS FROM £30.00 
DOUBLE RADS FROM £35.00 

Sizes up to 1600 long 
First come first served 



BATHS ACRYLIC 
5 MM THICK 

3 SIZES FROM STOCK 

1500 x 700mm 
1600 x 700mm 
1 700 x 700mm 

Any Size £99 

You save up to £93 



BATHS PANELS 

END OF LINE 
CLEARANCE 

WALNUT EFFECT 1 700MM 
PINE EFFECT 1700MM 
WHITE ACRYLIC 1700MM 
WHITE GLOSS MDF 1700 
WHITE GLOSS MDF 1600 
WHITE GLOSS MDF 1500 



£35.00 

£49.00 

£20.00 

£59.00 

£59.00 

£59.00 


SHOWER ENCLOSURE 

End of Line - When They're Cone, They're Cone 
List Price To Clear 

800 x 800 QUADRANT £435.00 £149.00 

900 x 900 QUADRANT £435.00 £149.00 

1 200 x 800 QUADRANT£630.00 £199.00 

900 PIVOT DOOR £427.50 £109.00 

700 SIDE PANEL £225.00 £99.00 

800 SIDE PANEL £255.00 £99.00 


SHOWER TRAYS 

When purchased with above enclosures 
800 x 800 QUAD INC WASTE £69.00 

900 x 900 QUAD INC WASTE £75.00 

1200 x 800 QUAD INC WASTE £89.00 

900 x 900 SQUARE INC WASTE £89.00 

900 x 700 RECTANGLE INC WASTE £79.00 

900 x 800 RECTANGLE INC WASTE £79.00 


WETROOM GLASS SCREENS 

8mm Toughened Safety Glass 
Support Arm Included 
2000mm High 
5 Sizes From Stock 


760mm 

800mm 

900mm 

1000mm 

1200mm 


£139.00 

£139.00 

£149.00 

£159.00 

£169.00 


COMPACT VANITY UNIT 
IDEAL FOR CLOAKROOMS 

HALF PRICE 

NOW ONLY £79.95 
SIZE 400 X 220mm 


Call our team on 01304 374774 

Or visit our showroom to view our full range: 91 - 91a St Richard’s Road, 

Walmer, Deal CT14 9JU www.tkm.uk.com 

Directions from Sandwich/Thanet - Coming into Deal, at the mini roundabout, continue straight across onto Manor Road. Take 3rd exit onto Mill Hill. 
Turn left at the top of the hill. We are on the right, opposite the water tower. OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK, MON-FRI 7.30AM-5.00PM, SAT 8AM-4PM 
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Emergency response team that’s 
ready to tackle county’s disasters 


Ever wondered what would happen should Kent be hit by a major crisis? The good news is there is a 
multi-agency team ready to spring into action ready to bring experts to bear to return us to normality 


By Chris Murphy 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


A S EMERGENCY teams 
flocked to Dartford this 
week to take part in a 
major drill replicating a 
major disaster in or 
around the capital (see right), it is 
worth knowing that Kent has its own 
crack response organisation. 

With threats and risks to the coun¬ 
ty coming in all shapes and forms, it 
was decided to form an umbrella or¬ 
ganisation to fully co-ordinate all re¬ 
sponses. 

Under the Civil Contingencies Act 
2004 every part of the United King¬ 
dom is required to establish a resil¬ 
ience group with a commonly agreed 
view on risks in their area. 


OPERATION Stack was a night¬ 
mare for so many last year - but 
the resilience team was there to 
help organise welfare arrange¬ 
ments during the emergency. 

It said the first week of Operation 
Stack took place during a heat 
wave, which could have been po¬ 
tentially dangerous for the welfare 
of lorry drivers. The team worked 
with ommunity wardens and the 
Maritime and Coastguard Agency 
to source and distribute water and 
food. 

In one 36 hour period alone they 
distributed 40,000 litres of water 
and 7,000 meals to 6,000 freight 


But Kent went one further and 
formed the Kent Resilience Forum, 
based at the county fire services 
headquarters in Maidstone, with a 
view to overseeing dangers to the 281 
miles of motorway and trunk roads; 
the busiest shipping lane in the world; 
busiest passenger port in the world; 
three power stations and the UK’s 
only high speed rail link. 

In short, keeping alert to any of the 
possible major issues which could im¬ 
pact on our county. 

Membership is extensive, and it’s 
hoped having so many partners 
means that every eventuality will be 
covered at its forums twice a year. 

With over 70 groups, it includes 
Kent Police, the Civil Nuclear Con¬ 
stabulary, ports, transport, Ministry 
of Defence, as well as councils, health 
trusts, coastguard, ambulance, wa- 


drivers covering 38 miles. 

Over the last couple of years 
they have also dealt with emergen¬ 
cies including the potential east 
coast surge in December 2013 
when high sea levels threatened to 
flood many parts of the county. 

Working with its extensive part¬ 
ners they co-ordinated the evacu¬ 
ation of homes and found a place of 
safety in local rest centres. 

The team provided assistance in 
checking for vulnerable people in 
the area and getting the right rest 
centre staff from the right organi¬ 
sations to attend and deliver the 
help needed. 


ter and utility companies, phone 
companies, and the National Grid. 

Its website describes its aim as “to 
ensure that agencies and organisa¬ 
tions plan and work together, to en¬ 
sure a co-ordinated response to emer¬ 
gencies, that could have a significant 
impact on communities in Kent”. 

Chairman of the forum is Kent Po¬ 
lice chief constable Alan Pughsley. 

He explained: “In times of crisis, 
the Kent Resilience Forum brings to¬ 
gether partners and agencies to en¬ 
sure a co-ordinated, efficient and ef¬ 
fective response. We bring the experts 
from each of the specialist services to¬ 
gether, with tried and tested plans, to 
deliver the right response to each sit¬ 
uation, providing the communities in 
Kent with the best service possible.” 

Director of operations for Kent Fire 
and Rescue, Sean Bone-Knell, chair¬ 


House fires or gas leaks can hap¬ 
pen at any time and mean people 
can’t return to their home or place 
of work. The team provided assist¬ 
ance to support the people affect¬ 
ed by the Tannery Lane fire in 
Canterbury last year when a huge 
blaze ripped through flats on the 
city centre ring road. 

It worked with Canterbury City 
Council to provide welfare and rest 
centres, and other support 
through voluntary agencies such 
as Kent Support and Assistance 
Service, British Red Cross and the 
Critical Incident Chaplaincy Serv¬ 
ice. 


man of the executive group of the fo¬ 
rum, added: “The forum is committed 
to providing a co-ordinated response 
should the worst happen, ready to act 
quickly to keep the public safe and 
help get the county back on its feet 
again. A huge amount of unseen 
work goes on behind the scenes. 

“Last year alone, the forum and 
Kent Resilience team put plans in 
place to respond to 67 severe weather 
warnings, 67 flood alerts and 10 inci¬ 
dents of actual flooding. They pre¬ 
pared for 20 power outages, six unex¬ 
ploded bombs, two gas leaks and even 
a beached whale.” 

With the resilience team, Kent is 
the first county to integrate its major 
blue light and local authority emer¬ 
gency planning teams in this way. 

It includes Kent Fire and Rescue 
Service, Kent Police and Kent County 
Council, in partnership with the En¬ 
vironment Agency, NHS England, 
Medway Council and district coun¬ 
cils. 

Team manager Chris Else said: 
“The simple step of having our main 
emergency planning officers in the 
same team rather than spread across 
different organisation immediately 
made a big difference. 

“Being in the same office meant we 
could share information and exper¬ 
tise especially during major emergen¬ 
cies to provide a more robust service 
for the county. That avoids duplica¬ 
tion of effort and leads to savings, but 
more importantly it provides a more 
joined up approach that helps keep lo¬ 
cal people safe and protected.” 

He said it is an acknowledged fact 
that when a community spends time 
preparing for an emergency in ad¬ 



vance, they are better able to cope 
and recover. 

This is why the Kent Resilience 
team has been helping local parish 
councils look at their local risks and 
develop their own plans. 

A major success was the way it 
dealt with the recent severe floods of 
Christmas 2013. 

Mr Else said they worked together 
with the Environment Agency to 
identify the communities who were 
affected and developed the Flood 
Warden scheme. 

There are now 200 volunteer flood 
wardens across the county who have 
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‘Train crash’ 
exercise puts 
city experts 
in the rubble 

Emergency services from across the 
capital descended on Dartford for most 
of the week for multi-million pound drill 


By Luke May 

Luke.may@archant.co.uk 


M ORE than 1,000 casu- 
laties, tube carriages 
flung into the air, and 
a building collapse. A 
dreaded scenario for 
London’s emergency services, but one 
they spent the week getting to grips 
with in a disused power station in the 
county this week. 

Crews from across the capital head¬ 
ed into the former Littlebrook Power 
Station, close to the QEII Bridge, 
where they faced a remarkable staged 
disaster. 

Real tube trains, tonnes of con¬ 
crete, and ‘casualties’ covered in 
blood - some ‘dead’, some ‘dying’ - all 
ensured fire, police, ambulance and 
other services could be put through 
their paces as part of Europe’s biggest 
disaster training scenario, known as 
an exercise unified response (EUR). 

The site was made up to look like 
Waterloo tube station had been 
crushed by a falling building, with 
more than Llmillion worth of dona¬ 
tions coming from Transport for Lon¬ 
don, who supplied the train carriages 
and station props and McGee demoli¬ 
tion group, who donated thousands 
of tonnes of rubble. 

Crews from London Fire Brigade, 
Metropolitan Police and London Am¬ 
bulance Service all attended as part 
of the exercise, which ran from Mon¬ 


day to Thursday. 

Emergency response teams from 
Cyprus, Italy and Hungary also as¬ 
sisted during the training sessions, 
staying at Woolwich Barracks. 

The £770,000 programme is being 
funded by the European Commission 
Exercise Programme and is being co¬ 
ordinated by London Fire Brigade on 
behalf of the London Resilience Part¬ 
nership. 

The commission currently offers 
mechanisms which exist so that any 
European state can request assist¬ 
ance from other EU countries in the 
wake of a disaster. 

London Fire commissioner Ron Do¬ 
bson, said: “You can’t get this sort of 
experience from a text book, we need 
to play it like it’s real and ensure that 
should the worst happen, our response 
is effective and well coordinated. 

“We are working with Transport for 
London, local councils and various vol¬ 
untary organisations to simulate the 
wider and longer term impacts that 
any major disaster would have on the 
community. 

“Although this scenario is not a ter¬ 
rorist attack, we were practising pro¬ 
cedures and systems that are common 
to any emergency that results in a 
large number of fatalities and injuries. 

“The exercise was also rigorously 
observed by independent evaluators 
and any lessons learned will be used 
to improve the way in which we re¬ 
spond to future emergency incidents 
in the south east.” 



RESPONSE : Emergency crew particpants respond to the mock tube station disaster, which featured more than 
1,000 casualties and thousands of tonnes of rubble as part of the training exercise. All pics: London Fire Brigade 


RISKS FROM WHAT? 

THEY could come from any¬ 
where, and by anything. But 
the forum lists as some of the 
key risks it over-watches as oil 
pollution; reservoir inunda- 

tion; severe weather; structur¬ 
al; human health; animal 
health; industrial action; inter¬ 
national events; industrial 
technical failure; transport ac- 

cident; industrial accidents and 
environmental pollution; 

threats; mass gatherings; East 
coast flooding risks; and inland 
flooding 


been trained to monitor river levels in 
their area and have the right contacts 
to call when assistance is needed. 
The Kent Resilience Forum also 
works with district and parish coun¬ 
cils to develop community resilience 
plans and have produced the ‘What 
should I do in an emergency?’ guide - 
described as “an handbook that could 
save your life”. 

They have also provided training 
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for volunteers from other organisa¬ 
tions across the county to help them 
work together with the emergency 
services and members of the forum in 
an emergency. 

The team said: “We all hope that 
the worst won’t happen, but when it 
does - whether it’s a flood, an explo¬ 
sion, or a major road crash - it’s good 
to know that plans are in place to help 
those caught up in the emergency. 


“It’s something most of us take for 
granted, but behind the scenes, or¬ 
ganisations like Kent Police, Kent 
County Council, Medway Council, 
Kent Fire and Rescue, KCC Highways 
and the Environment Agency work 
hard to make sure they are ready to 
deal with emergency situations of all 
kinds. This includes working with po¬ 
lice to respond to any local terrorist 
attack.” 

East 


KEEPING SAFE 


EVERYONE thinks “it’ll never 
happen to me” until it does. So 
there are some routine steps to 
do before anything happens. 

1. Check if you are in a flood- 
risk area - if so, sign up for flood 
alerts at www.gov.uk/check-if- 
youre-at-risk-of-flooding 

2. Keep valuable documents 
upstairs where you can reach 
them easily 

3. Keep an emergency grab 
bag with the basics like first aid 
kit, spare essential medication, a 
torch with spare batteries, can¬ 
dles and matches, a battery radio 
with spare batteries, bottled wa¬ 


ter, and ready to eat food. 

4. Keep a list of your impor¬ 
tant telephone numbers 

5. Make an emergency plan 
with your family. It will help 
with things like where to meet if 
home is evacuated, who gets the 
children from school, which 
neighbours to check on, where 
are the mains taps for turning off 
the gas, water and electricity, 
who can we stay with, and de¬ 
tails on an ‘Emergency Friend’ to 
collect medicines and vitals if 
you can’t. 

For more information visit 
www.kentprepared.org.uk 
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home is here! 


07768 872386 to 


Court Mount Park, Birchington.... 

A totally new way of life for the over 55’s! 

Luxurious park homes for sale in a secure , private environment. 
Show home available or order to your own specifications 


Exceptionally luxurious homes available 
now for immediate occupation, each with 
fully integrated kitchens 

Court Mount has some beautiful water 
gardens and an abundance of tropical 
plants, palm trees and 18 th century 
Italian statues 


36x 20 2 dlmble bedrooms £195,950 


Parks at: 

The Foxhunter Park 

Monkton 

Court Mount 

Birchington 

Bluebell Woods 

Broad Oak, Canterbury 


www.saundersparkhomes.co.uk 

Tel: 01843 841657 Mob: 07768 872386 

Canterbury Road, Birchington CT7 OBU 
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Academy joy 
for Rylance 
in Spielberg 
thriller role 


Ashford-born actor was one of surprise 
winners at the glitzy bash in California 
in the early hours of Monday morning 


By Rob Middleton 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


H E MAY still remain a rel¬ 
atively unknown per¬ 
sonality, but Mark Ry¬ 
lance’s ability to dazzle 
across every stage upon 
which he steps continued last week¬ 
end as he took home his first Academy 
Award. 

Born in Ashford, but leaving the UK 
when he was just a toddler after his 
family moved to the US, he claimed 
the best supporting Oscar for his role 
in the critically acclaimed Steven 
Spielberg thriller Bridge of Spies. 

His win was seen as something of a 
surprise to many who had expected 
Rocky star Sylvestor Stallone deliver 
the knock-out blow for his role in the 
movie Creed. 

By winning the Oscar, Rylance also 
beat off competition from Mark Ruf- 
falo and fellow Brits Christian Bale 
and Tom Hardy. 

In his acceptance speech, he took a 
swipe at politicians, praising the lead¬ 
ership of movie director Steven Spiel¬ 
berg. 

He said: “I’ve always just adored 
stories, hearing them, seeing them, 
being in them, so for me to have the 
chance to work with, I think, one of 
the greatest storytellers of our time, 
Steven Spielberg, it’s just been such an 



GLORY: Rylance clutches statue 
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honour. 

“And unlike some of the leaders 
we’re being presented with these 
days, he leads with such love that he’s 
surrounded by masters in every craft 
on his film, every craft, not the least, 
Mr Tom Hanks. 

“I’m so pleased that our film has 
been nominated so many times, and 
as a face of the film, I meet many peo¬ 
ple in the streets and it’s lovely to have 
them.” 

Backstage, Rylance said he did not 
know where he would display his Os¬ 
car and reflected on his feelings on 
out-punching Rocky. 

He said: “I find people come up and 
say things about competing as actors, 
and I know it’s necessary to make a 
show out of it. But those actors are 
so good. I feel more like I’m a spokes¬ 
man when I win and there are so 
many other wonderful actors that 
weren’t in the category, Idris Elba, 
Paul Dano.” 

Rylance also reflected on turning 
down a chance to work on Empire Of 
The Sun, a multi Oscar nominated 
movie with Spielberg in 1986 so he 
could do a season of plays. 

He told reporters: “The season of 
plays didn’t go that well but I met my 
wife on the first day and I’ve been able 
to work with Steven again so I think I 
made an OK call.” 

Rylance, who flew over from New 
York to attend the ceremony in Los 
Angeles - he had been unable to at¬ 
tend the Baftas in London - where he 
is starring in a theatrical production 
of Nice Fish, added: “It’s very exciting 
and you feel very grand being driven 
from a small theatre in Brooklyn in a 
black car and then being flown in a 
powerful jet with big windows you 
can look out and see Chicago, where I 
used to live, in the distance. 

“It’s a trippy experience and to have 
so many people you don’t know come 
up and say nice things to you, I rec¬ 
ommend it.” 

However, Rylance said he did not 
know how much the award would 
change his career, adding: “I will find 
out I guess. I’ve been very lucky in 
getting interesting work coming my 
way and generating interesting work 
myself so we will see. It’s just nice to 
be celebrated.” 

Having left for the US in his youth, 
he returned to the UK in his teens as 
he looked to make a name for himself 



GLORY: Mark Rylance, left, with Steven Spielberg and the director’s wife, Kate Capshaw. 


as an actor. 

Having trained at the Royal Acade¬ 
my of Dramatic Art (Rada), the 
56-year-old began his acting career 
at Glasgow’s Citizens’ Theatre in the 
early 1980s, later joining the Royal 
Shakespeare Company (RSC) in Strat¬ 
ford-upon-Avon and London. 

He has since gone on to win every 
major acting award including the 
Bafta, and now the Oscar, for his por¬ 
trayal of Soviet spy Rudolf Abel in 
Bridge Of Spies. 

He is primarily known for his suc¬ 
cessful stage career having won mul¬ 


tiple Olivier Awards for Much Ado 
About Nothing in 1994, Jerusalem in 
2010 as well as the Tony Award for 
Boeing Boeing in 2008 and Jerusalem 
in 2011. 

He was the first artistic director of 
Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre in Lon¬ 
don, a position he held for 10 years. 

More recently, he has become bet¬ 
ter known for film and TV roles, play¬ 
ing Thomas Cromwell in the 2015 
BBC Two mini-series Wolf Hall. That 
series filmed extensive in Kent - with 
scenes shot at both Penshurst Place 
and Dover Castle during the summer 


of 2014. 

However, he has limited his per¬ 
formances on the big and small screen 
preferring, instead, to remain true to 
his theatrical roots. 

Married to playwright Claire van 
Kampen since 1989, he pulled out of 
the London 2012 Olympics opening 
ceremony following the death of his 
28-year-old step daughter, film-mak¬ 
er Nataasha van Kampen. He had 
been due to take a central role in the 
opening ceremony, reading from 
Shakespeare’s The Tempest, and was 
replaced by Kenneth Branagh. 


AND THE WINNERS WERE.... 



FINALLY: Leonardo DiCaprio wins his first Academy Award 


LEONARDO DiCaprio ended years 
of disappointment while Spotlight 
was the surprise winner of best 
picture on an Oscars night domi¬ 
nated by the diversity controversy. 

Hollywood heartthrob DiCaprio 
beat Eddie Redmayne, Bryan 
Cranston, Matt Damon and Michael 
Fassbender to take home the best 
actor gong for his role in The 
Revenant at the 88th Academy 
Awards. 

The star was first nominated for 
an Oscar 23 years ago in a support¬ 
ing role, and has since been 
nominated four more times for 
acting, including this year, but had 
never won until now. 

Newspaper drama Spotlight was 
the underdog in the best picture 
category but was triumphant in 
beating favourite The Revenant to 
the coveted award. 

Thought of as the top honour 
handed out by the Academy, 
Spotlight was not widely expected 
to win best picture and the film won 
only one other award on the night, 
taking the gong for best original 
screenplay. 

Such a sparsely-awarded best 
picture winner has not appeared 
since 1952’s The Greatest Show On 
Earth. 

Spotlight is about the Boston 
Globe’s investigative reporting on 
sexual abuse by Roman Catholic 


priests. 

The film, which was nominated 
for six Oscars, looks at the scandal 
in Boston, and the collusion and 
reluctance of the local community to 
face up to it. 

Host Chris Rock did not shy away 
from the diversity issues plaguing 
this year’s awards and opened the 
ceremony by declaring Hollywood 
is "racist” and admitting he 
considered boycotting the ceremo¬ 
ny because of the absence of black 
nominees. 

Room star Brie Larson was 
named best actress in a leading 
role, and The Revenant’s Alejandro 


G Inarritu was named best director 
for the second year in a row. 

The most awards of the night went 
to Mad Max: Fury Road, which 
managed to take home six Oscars 
in total, followed by The Revenant 
with three and Spotlight winning 
two. 

British singer Sam Smith picked 
up the best original song Oscar and 
dedicated his award to the lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, and transgender 
(LGBT) community. 

Smith co-wrote the song Writing’s 
On The Wall with fellow Briton 
Jimmy Napes for the latest James 
Bond movie, Spectre. 
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f NTRODUCI N G KENT’S FINEST APARTMENTS 


Eversley Park comprises a collection of 23 
stunning apartments in a majestic landmark 
building in Sandgate, Folkestone. 


Eversley Park offers spacious living within a gated park setting 
within walking distance of both Kent's glorious coastline and the 
high speed link to St Pancras via Folkestone West where journey 
times are less than 1 hour. Eversley Park is within the catchment 
of the Ofsted Outstanding' Sandgate Primary School- 


Stunning apartments from £320.000 


SHOW APARTMENT OPEN EVERY SATURDAY 10AM - 4PM 


To register your Snterast, please call our sales agents: 


Your Move 

Hylhe: 01303 &SQ COS 

www.yotir-TTievc.cci iUk I Kyi ho^pyour-movo.cO.uk 
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ADVENTURE: Mark Beaumont cycled across Africa and will talk about his adventures in his new stage show 


» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 


Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


r^v 


discusses 


his solo cycle throug 

Molly Kersey-Law speaks to the ultra-endurance cyclist ahead of his Kent date 


R ecord-breaking cy¬ 
clist Mark Beaumont 
will be discussing his 
latest adventure in a 
new stage show. 

He will be performing Africa Solo 
at the Assembly Hall Theatre, Tun¬ 
bridge Wells, later this month. 

The show tells the story of his solo 
cycle through Africa, during which 
he made his way from Cairo to Cape 
Town in under 42 days, cycling an 
average of 160 miles each day. 

As well as detailing his travels 
through deserts and across 
mountains, he will be discussing 
those who helped to make the 
journey possible - the people of 
Africa and his team in the UK who 
got him prepared. 

“When you ride from top to toe 
you have got the extremes of the 
Sahara Desert and savannahs,” he 
told KoS. 


“It’s a country of extremes.” 

And he got to see some incredible 
wildlife along the way. 

“It’s scary riding past young bull 
elephants at night but it’s exciting 
too,” he said. 

“The simple part is being on the 
bike, the rest is the adventure. 

“I had no idea where I was going 
to stay each night, I was riding 
until dark and would get to a 
village or town and was relying on 
just finding somewhere. 

“I never had to unpack the tent 
which I had with me, which says a 
lot,” he added. 

“There were some incredibly 
tough bits but the overall message 
was that it was friendly and 
welcoming.” 

Cycling through Africa was the 
latest in a string of adventures for 
Mr Beaumont, who previously 
cycled the world in 195 days and 


later carried out a solo cycle of the 
Americas. 

“Africa was the perfect hat-trick 
in my book,” he said. 

“They are the three ultimate 
adventure rides.” 

Mr Beaumont carried out a 
number of cycling challenges from 
a young age, and began ultra¬ 
endurance cycling after graduat¬ 
ing from Glasgow University - 
where he studied economics and 
politics - thinking it would be 
something of a ‘last hurrah’ before 
entering the world of work. 

“I at no point thought I could 
make a job out of it,” he said. 

“I thought ‘if youre going to do it 
go big’, so I cycled around the 
world. For years I thought I’d 
become an accountant but I 
haven’t yet.” 

He said that he is looking 
forward to being back on stage. 


“This is my third UK theatre 
show,” he said. 

“Typically it’s a really mixed 
audience. I’m always amazed, it’s 
all ages and all backgrounds. 

“People get to hear more about 
what happened behind the scenes 
rather than just what they watch 
on the telly. 

“They get to share in the 
adventures. 

“I guess we have all got that 
passion to explore the world and 
explore people. 

“There’s an opportunity to find 
out more and ask questions.” 

Africa Solo, which is presented 
by Speakers From The Edge, will be 
performed on March 22 at 7.30pm. 

Tickets to the show are £14.50. 

For further information or to 
book you can visit www.assembly- 
halltheatre.co.uk or call the box 
office on 01892 530613. 
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Special offers 
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8mm 

Single y 

Sliding Door 



1200mm 
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Price £295 
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5mm Quadrant 
Enclosure & 
Tray 

800mm or 
900mm 

Price £195 



LED Cabinets 
from 

£199 
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Atmos 
Thermostatic 
Shower & 
Riser Rail 

Price £75 




Ailsa Kitchen Sink 
Mixer Tap 

Price £19.50 


Mx Complete 
Enclosure inc 
760mm Pivot 
Door side panel 
& Tray 

Price £249 


TRUST THE TEAM AT ALLBITS TO OFFER EXPERT ADVICE 
FOR ALL YOUR RATHROOM AND PLUMBING NEEDS 


MANY OTHER FANTASTIC OFFERS AVAILABLE 
visit our massive, showroom 

Unit 60, John Wilson Industrial Estate, Unit 10, Cinque Ports Road, Mountfield 
Kent, Whitstable CT5 3QT Industrial Estate, New Romney 

01227 281648 TN28 8LH 01797 363623 


Hear us on 


heart 
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Petula Clark in Folkestone 


Billy Bibby and the Wry Smiles 
set to rock after release of EP 


POP icon Petula Clark will be 
performing at the Leas Cliff 
Hall, Folkestone, on October 13. 

Tickets start at £25 and they 
are available to buy now. 

For more details visit www. 
atgtickets. com/folkestone. 




By Molly Kersey-Law 

moLly.kersey-Law@archant.co.uk 


B ILLY Bibby and the Wry 
Smiles will be perform¬ 
ing at The Middle Eight 
in Gravesend later this 
month. 

Mr Bibby is the former lead gui¬ 
tarist of rock quartet Catfish and 
the Bottlemen - who he was with 
from 2007 to 2014. 

Billy Bibby and the Wry Smiles 
released their debut EP - Bide Your 
Time - in February. 

It features songs Don’t Fall, This 
Kind of Summer, Waitin’ for You 
and Believe Me. 

Speaking about the new EP Mr 
Bibby explained: “Bide Your Time 
is the first line of a song I wrote 
that means a great deal to me. 

“The song is not on the EP but 
will be released in the near future. 

“That’s another reason why I 
chose this particular title for the 
EP - right now I’m focusing on the 
future and what it holds for myself 
and the band. 

“In my opinion it also explains 
the music business well in that you 
have to be patient. 

“Things don’t happen quickly. 
You’ve got to regroup, take your 


time, and make the right decisions 
without rushing it. To have anoth¬ 
er pop at becoming a successful 
artist, biding our time is what we 
have to do. 

“I couldn’t be more determined 
at the moment though, and I’m en¬ 
joying every minute of it.” 

Speaking about how he wanted 
his new music to sound he added: 
“I want to bring back something 
like Fleetwood Mac’s Rumours or 


Dire Straits’ Brothers in Arms 
where there’s a bit more going on; 
there’s a bit more depth to the 
songs, in the vocals, in the harmo¬ 
nies. 

“That’s what I focused on a lot 
with this EP - getting those harmo¬ 
nies to a point where they’re doing 
something that hasn’t happened 
for a while in most modern records. 

“It’s pop-infused, but not just 
simple pop. It’s not country, but it’s 


got a bit of a twang to it. 

“It’s indie and it’s rock. It’s got a 
little bit of everything. I think the 
time is right for it.” 

The band is made up of Mr Bibby, 
Rob Jones on lead guitar, Matt 
Thomas on bass and Mike Pearce 
on drums. 

Their Gravesend performance 
will take place on March 26. 

For further details visit www. 
themiddleei8ht.co.uk. 


Show celebrates Stewart 


MUSICAL Some Guys Have All The Luck will 
be performed at the Orchard Theatre, 

Dartford on March 17. 

The show celebrates the career of rock 
legend Rod Stewart, following his journey from 
street busker to international star. 

To book visit www.orchardtheatre.co.uk. 


Level 42 set to perform 

EIGHTIES band Level 42 will 
perform at the Margate Winter 
Gardens on October 12. 

Their hits includes Lessons In 
Love and Hot Water. 

For details visit www. 
margatewintergardens.co.uk. 



Sibling trio due at festival 

FOLKESTONE sibling trio, Orfila, will be 
performing at the Country to Country musical 
festival at the 02 Arena in Greenwich. 

They were chosen by Yamaha Music London 
after taking part in a competition. 

The festival lasts from March 11 to 13. 

Visit www.c2c-countrytocountry.com to book 



EASY WAYS TO ORDER: 


^^^STICSUBSCRIPTIO^FFEl0> 


Each issue brings you great features on the 
people, places, food and drink, and events 
that make life in your local area special 


Linesare open 88m-9.30pi Mon Fri 8am 4pm Sat 6T calls to 0844'cost ftp tnore than Sp/min. calls 
from mobiles usually cost more, £ Savings are based sjnpfAvir©nee and Direct Debit Is a UK 
Oriy offer *After your first term, print subscription rates continue ata SAVlfeof 35% every 6 months 
by Direct Debit Digital subscriptions continue at £17.99 by annual DirgduDebit Please call +44 (0)1858 
438840 for overseas delivery rates. Ofer ends 3|®t&. 


www.subscriptionsave.co.uk/LMM16X1C 8 0844 848 4223 quote lmmi6xic 


* WHERE YOU LIVE 

Discover the county's towns and villages 

* TOP PROPERTY 

All the best in the county 

* PART OF THE COMMUNITY 

Meet local people worth celebrating 

* OUT & ABOUT 

Pictures from social events 

* HOME STYLE 

Gardening and interiors inspiration 


Try 6 issues for £6 by Direct 
Debit and SAVE up to 70%* 

Or subscribe by credit/debit card and get 
12 issues for £30.15 - SAVING 25% 
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Steel Magnolias on stage 

STEEL Magnolias will be 
performed by the Gravesend 
Theatre Guild at their theatre 
on Vale Road, Northfleet. 

The show runs from March 
10 to 12 at 7.30pm. 

To book call 07497 357286. 



Stoker's Dracula adapted 


A STAGE adaptation of Bram Stoker’s gothic 
horror novel Dracula will be performed at the 
Theatre Royal Margate, by members of their 
Youth Theatre. 

The production will run from April 14 to 16 
with performances at 7pm. 

Call 01843 292795 to book. 


The heady days of Jackie 


RELIVING the days of Jackie 
magazine, Jackie The Musical 
will be performed at the 
Churchill Theatre, Bromley, 
from March 22 to 26. 

To book tickets visit www. 
atgtickets.com/bromley. 



Sean Lock keeping it light 

COMEDIAN Sean Lock will be bringing his 
stand-up show, Keep It Light, to Chatham. 

He will be performing at the Central Theatre 
on September 23 at 8pm. 

Tickets are £23. 

For more information or to book you can visit 
www.tickets.medway.gov.uk. 


Can young love survive 
divide in Ireland's Call? 



By Molly Kersey-Law 

moUy.kersey-Law@archant.co.uk 


AN adaptation of critically-ac¬ 
claimed show Essence of Ireland 
will be performed in Dartford. 

Ireland’s Call will be at the 
Orchard Theatre on March 29. 

The show tells the story of Sean 
Dempsey, who, at the end of the 
Second World War, leaves his 
home in Ireland and childhood 
sweetheart Cora in search of a 
better life in the ‘Big Apple’. 

Can their love survive the 
Atlantic divide? 

The show features young 
dancers from Kent’s Turner 
Academy of Irish dance and 
performer Leanne Kyte, who is 
originally from Dartford. 

It includes well-known songs 
such as Galway Girl, Isle of Hope 
Isle Of Tears, I Loved Her First, Tell 
Me Ma, Irish Rover and the title 
song - Ireland’s Call. 

Creative director Ged Graham 
said: “We are really looking 
forward to bringing the show to 
stages across the world, starting 
with some of the UK’s most 
prestigious venues in 2016, a year 
set to be a huge celebration of Irish 


culture to commemorate the 
centenary of The Easter Rising.” 

Also known as the Easter 
Rebellion, this saw an armed 
insurrection in Ireland during 
Easter week. 

Mr Graham was born in Dublin 
and remembers moving to the UK 
at the age of nine. 

He said: “Everyone has been 
separated from loved ones and 
their homes at some point in their 
lives, so this is a story that people 
can really engage with and relate 
to, myself included. 


“The audience is drawn in to the 
story and swept on a journey that 
is both heartbreaking and 
heartwarming. 

“It is set against a backdrop of 
key historical events including 
America’s introduction to rock 
and roll, the rebuilding of London 
post World War Two and John F 
Kennedy’s historic presidential 
visit to Ireland in 1963. It’s a story 
full of emotional highs and lows.” 

For more details or to book visit 
www.orchardtheatre.co.uk or call 
01322 220000. 


PERFORMER: Leanne Kyte is 
originally from Dartford 


MUSICAL: Ireland’s Call will be 
on stage later this month 





ISUZU D-MAX YUKON RANGE 

FROM 
ONLY 


£ 19 , 499 ™ 


NOW WE RE TALKING 


EMR&L>£ £L 


tconomicai 

38.7 MPG Combined# 

Fit for purpose 

4x4 Shift-on-the-fly 

Comfortable 

Leather steering wheel 
with audio & cruise controls | 

Strong & tough 

3.5 Tonne towing 

Peace of mind 

5 Year/125,000 mile 
warranty* 


To book an Isuzu test drive contact us today. 

R W Crawford Agricultural Machinery Ltd 

Little Hook Farm, Hook Lane, Charing, TN27 OAN 

Telephone: 01233 428960 

www.rwcrawfordagriculturalmachinery-isuzu.co.uk 

R W Crawford Agricultural Machinery Ltd trading as R W Crawford Agricultural Machinery Ltd is a credit broker and not a lender. 

MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. #0fficial fuel figures for the Isuzu Yukon Manual in mpg (1/100km): 

Urban 31.7 (8.9). Extra Urban 44.1 (6.4). Combined 38.7 (7.3). CO 2 emissions 192g/km. For model specific figures please contact us directly or visit www.isuzu.co.uk 

fPrice shown is an Isuzu Yukon Extended Cab CVOTR with manual transmission, automatic transmission also available from £21,499 CVOTR. Commercial vehicle on the road price includes delivery, number plates, 12 months road fund licence and first registration 
fee, excludes VAT. *5 year/125,000 miles (whichever comes first) warranty applies to all new Isuzu D-Max models. Special paint finishes extra at £400 excluding VAT. Finance options available at participating dealers, subject to status.Terms and conditions apply. 
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ow to make flavour-full and aluten-free food 


Naomi Devlin has released a new cookbook which features 120 gluten-free recipes and baking ideas 


S INCE she and her son were 
diagnosed with coeliac dis¬ 
ease almost a decade ago, 
Naomi Devlin has dedicated 
her time to making whole¬ 
some and flavoursome gluten-free 
cooking more accessible. 

From bespoke teaching days held 
in her family kitchen, to her booked- 
out cookery classes at River Cottage - 
the base of operations seen in chef 
Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall’s TV se¬ 
ries - she’s a woman on a dietary mis¬ 
sion, and the latest string to her bow 
is her much-anticipated debut book, 
River Cottage Gluten Free. 

“I’ve always wanted to write a 
cookbook,” says the 42-year-old. 

“I started blogging almost nine 
years ago after I found out that I 


[needed to be] gluten-free, so writing 
has been a cathartic process.” 

Ms Devlin doesn’t have formal chef 
schooling - but that hasn’t held her 
back, and the knowledge she’s 
gleaned as a nutritionist, her honest 
approach to food and vitality and 
first-hand experience of living glu¬ 
ten-free, make up for any gaps. 

“Maybe I’d have got there quicker if 
I’d had some training, but in other 
ways, because I didn’t approach 
things in the traditional way, I was 
really open-minded,” she reasons. 

“I’d often make things backwards,” 
she adds, recalling her early experi¬ 
ments with recipes. 

“It was a case of me looking at the 
ingredients and thinking, ‘How 
would this be good?’, rather than, 



COOKING : Naomi Devlin wants to 
make gluten-free more accessible 


‘How can I recreate this dish?’” 

It’s a formula that seems to have 
worked: River Cottage Gluten Free is 
an authentic collection of 120 recipes 
- from breads to soups and cakes - for 
anybody looking to cut out gluten 
without compromising on taste, plus 
tips on alternative flours, methods of 
fermentation and baking ideas. 

A key aim for Ms Devlin was to pro¬ 
duce a cookbook that empowered 
people to feel confident in cooking 
gluten-free - a philosophy that applies 
to her courses too. 

As for anybody with coeliac dis¬ 
ease, being entirely gluten-free is a 
non-negotiable part of life for Ms Dev¬ 
lin. However, she acknowledges that 
increasingly, avoiding gluten can be 
a lifestyle choice for some people. 


“At the beginning, we had a lot of 
diagnosed coeliacs coming onto the 
courses to ask, ‘What can I eat?’ Now 
there are a lot of people interested in 
expanding what they eat, or cooking 
for other people who’ve had a diagno¬ 
sis. The demographic has changed, 
and the way that I teach them has 
changed,” she said. 

She applauds anybody seeking to 
improve their health or wellbeing 
through diet changes, and isn’t a fan 
of the ‘fad’ tag often associated with 
going gluten-free. 

“I think it needs to be taken seri¬ 
ously. If someone believes they have 
an issue, it’s real for them. For what¬ 
ever reason - if it’s an emotional thing 
that they need to have certain foods 
or whatever, that’s OK.” 


The power of words 

FORMER MP Gyles Brandreth will be 
bringing his new show, Word Power, to 
Maidstone on April 4. 

Mr Brandreth has appeared on a number 
of TV shows including QI, Have I Got News 
For You and Room 101. 

His show explores the English language 
and will be performed at the Hazlitt Theatre. 

Tickets are £20.50. 

Visit www.parkwoodtheatres.co.uk to book 


Sounds of Bollywood 

I THE Bollywood Brass Band will be 
taking to the stage in Folkestone later 
this month. 

Featuring drums and horns, the band will 
play a selection of hits from Indian films. 

They will be performing at the Folkestone 
Quarterhouse on March 25. 

The show will be starting at 7.30pm. 

For more information or to book tickets visit 
www. quarterhouse. co .uk. 


A comedy of manners 

NOEL Cowards’s ‘comedy of manners’ 
Hay Fever will be performed at the 
Woodville, Gravesend, on June 9. 

It tells the story of Judith Bliss, a famous 
retired actress, and her unconventional 
family - all of which have invited people to 
stay for the weekend. 

It is directed by Bryan Hands and will start 
at 7.30pm. 

To book visit www.woodville.co.uk. 


Headliners announced 

SUEDE, Kodaline and Dizzee Rascal 
have been confirmed as headliners at 
this summer’s Forgotten Fields festival. 

The event will take place at Eridge Park, 
near Tunbridge Wells, and runs from August 
5 to 7. 

The festival is promoted by From the Fields 

Tickets are on sale now from £105 for an 
adult weekend pass. 

Visit www.forgottenfields.co.ukto book. 





HOLIDAYHOMESALE NOWON 


atWinchelsea Sands 
Holiday Park, East Sussex. 

FREE 2016 pitch fees on a 
choice of 12 caravans from 
£10,000 to £20,000. 

3 year pitch fee deal also 
available, ask for details. 
Low deposit finance 
available, subject to status. 


Call Kelly on 07894 596 304 


jobs24.co.uk 

jP in tArik *> uNlinIl mu-dili 


Holiday Home 
FOR SALE 

3 bedrooms, 12 feet wide, luxurious 
decor. Family owned for last 
5 years, for sale due to change in 
circumstances. Lovely park in New 
Romney, with beach access and fishing 
lake. Lots of things to do locally, 
reluctant sale. 

£15,000 

Sensible offers considered, no offers without viewing. 

Call Belinda on 07804284536 


Cheap Caravan 

FOR SALE £9000 
3 BEDROOMS. 
LARGE LIVING AREA. 
READY TO USE. 

Sited on park with beach access 
and fishing lake, steam railway 
and entertainment. 

Call today 07804284536 




SET UP A JOB ALERT TODAY 


Look local with jfflS 24 



SPAIN 


m 

HOLIDAYS 


2016 


to Spam 
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y We won’t 


on price! 
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mSSnted 

Child Places 


Wheelchair 
Accessible Caravan 
FOR SALE 

wet room, hoist, wider doors, low 
worktops. Sited on accessible park 
near amenities on south Kent 
coast.Great community spirit, 
open 11 months. 

2016 site fees paid £13000 
Call Henry - 07804 284536 


SOUTHGATE 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alterations, 
aerials, alarms, FREE 
quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 

For enquiries call 

712790 
895394 

n|g eie 

■ DOMESTIC 

INSTALLER tz| 


01227 

07889 

m|behs 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 
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Cruising around the small screen 


TRAVEL REVIEW: Mexico 

by Roger Crow 


Z Z WE thought cruising was for 

™ ^ the newlyweds, overfed or 
nearly dead,” remarks one of 
the passengers featured on 
new ITV fly-on-the-wall 
show The Cruise. 

Admittedly, I once thought the 
same thing. 

But in 2011, I caught the sailing 
bug and realised how wrong I was. 

Princess Cruises celebrated their 
recent 50th anniversary with a host 
of new facilities on board their fleet of 
luxury ships and the company is also 
the subject of a new reality TV docu¬ 
mentary, which started on Thursday 
(March 3). 

Keen to find out what happens 
when the cameras stop rolling, I’ve 
joined a week’s voyage with Ruby 
Princess along the Mexican Riviera. 

Alberto and Cecilia, who both ap¬ 
pear in The Cruise, are two of the 
3,000 passengers (and 1,000-plus 
crew) joining me. 

They tell me how they became 
more than just ships passing in the 
night - or day - after getting together 
on the Royal Princess. There’s more 
magic between them than a Hog- 
warts convention. 

But I soon embark on a love affair of 
my own when I dine in Curtis Stone’s 
posh new eatery Share, one of the 
many new features on the ship. 

Curtis - Australia’s answer to Gor¬ 
don Ramsay - certainly knows his on¬ 
ions. All the dishes are a delight, as 
are those served up in the Crown 
Grill. A fine filet mignon, delicious 
sides and hyper-attentive waiters en¬ 
sure a terrific evening. 

Meat lovers who prefer something 
lighter should try Princess’s other 
new dining attraction, The Salty Dog 
gastropub. 

Their Ernesto mini burgers and 


TRAVEL FACTS 



fries go down a treat. 

While these eateries involve paying 
extra on top of the cruise fee, Prin¬ 
cess’ all-inclusive main buffet area, 
Horizon Court, is so good, some may 
never want to go anywhere else. 

As we sail past Baja California, to¬ 
wards Puerto Vallarta, Mazatlan and 
Cabo San Lucas, I take the opportu¬ 
nity to trial Ruby’s new entertain¬ 
ment facilities. 

Movies Under The Stars takes place 


on the top deck and becomes a guilty 
pleasure, while Magic To Do is a tan¬ 
talizing mash-up of Stephen Schwartz 
songs with dazzling costumes and 
impressive trickery. 

Passengers even have the chance 
to shine in the spotlight as part of The 
Voice Of The Ocean, an engaging take 
on the TV talent search. 

Admittedly, there are mild cosmet¬ 
ic blemishes on Princess Ruby’s tiara: 
some of the cabin decor is chintzy and 


the Movies Under The Stars screen 
could do with some TLC. But the pros 
far outweigh the cons. 

The excursions, for example, are 
thoroughly enjoyable. 

I join an impromptu walking tour 
of Puerto Vallarta, where Arnie 
Schwarzenegger shot Predator 30 
years ago. A day later in Mazatlan, I 
tour the fascinating city on a hop on, 
hop off bus, stopping off to watch cliff 
divers and eat nachos. 


ROGER Crow was a guest of 
Princess Cruises, who offer a 
seven-day cruise on the Ruby 
Princess to the Mexican 
Riviera from £538 per person 
including meals, 24-hour room 
service and on-board 
entertainment. 

The cruise will be deperat- 
ing from Los Angeles on 
October 15. The fare excludes 
flights. Call 0843 374 2403 for 
more details. 


Of course, not every port is big 
enough to accommodate a vessel the 
size of a town, so my trip to and from 
Cabo San Lucas via tender proves to 
be more entertaining than the port 
itself. 

Although our whale watching tour 
is a damp squib due to reluctant stars, 
it scarcely matters. The crew ensures 
there is rarely a dull moment. 

Regardless of what port you arrive 
in, I understand why many become 
addicted to life on board - the Princess 
bubble is hugely appealing. 

Whether throwing shapes in night¬ 
club Sky walkers, or having muscular 
knots untied at the excellent Lotus 
Spa, there’s plenty of scope for indulg¬ 
ing yourself. 

At the gym, there’s something very 
surreal about watching old sitcom 
The Love Boat while working out, get¬ 
ting off a treadmill and walking down 
a swaying corridor like I’ve had too 
many margaritas. 

‘Come Back New’ screams the ta¬ 
gline for Princess’ latest campaign 
throughout the trip. 

I’m not too sure about that, but 
whether travelling out of Southamp¬ 
ton, Los Angeles or any port on a 
Princess vessel, you are bound to 
come back happier. 


Film Reviews by Damon Smith 




TRUTH 

(15, 125 mins) Drama 

AFTER the Academy Awards 
bestowed Best Picture upon 
Spotlight, a real-life drama about 
the power of investigative journal¬ 
ism to expose corruption, Truth 
opens a different chapter on the 
media and its practices. 


Writer-director James Vander¬ 
bilt’s picture recreates the political 
firestorm that erupted when CBS 
News’ esteemed programme 60 
Minutes publicly called into 
question the military record of US 
President George W Bush. 

Key pieces of paperwork, used 
by 60 Minutes as links in a chain of 
evidence, were subsequently 
discredited and a key witness 
confessed he had lied about their 
providence. 

Heads rolled at CBS including 
producer Mary Mapes, who 
recalled her version of events in the 
memoir Truth And Duty, and 
President George W Bush was 
inaugurated for a second term at 
the White House. 

Truth distills turbulent events 
from this period into an engrossing 
portrait of flawed ambition. 

In April 2004, Mary Mapes, 
producer of 60 Minutes, gathers 
together a crack team including 


journalism professor Lucy Scott 
and researcher Mike Smith to 
dissect a potentially explosive 
story. 

Lieutenant Colonel Roger 
Charles has acquired George W 
Bush’s Texas Air National Guard 
file and it’s curiously thin. 

“You’re telling me the President 
of the United States may have gone 
AWOL from the military for over a 
year?” gasps Lucy after Mike gives 
an overview of his findings. 

The journalists dig deeper and 
they make contact with Lieutenant 
Colonel Bill Burkett, who claims to 
have some of the missing docu¬ 
ments in his possession. 

Understandably, the ailing 
veteran is reluctant to give testi¬ 
mony on camera for fear of the 
repercussions. 

“We’re 60 Minutes. We’re the 
gold standard and we can help 
you,” Mary assures him. 

With the paperwork in place, 


anchorman Dan Rather headlines 
one of the most explosive editions 
of 60 Minutes on September 8, 
2004, less than two months before 
the presidential elections. 

Triumph turns to incredulity 
when bloggers pick holes in the 60 
Minutes story, forcing Andrew 
Heyward, President of CBS News, 
to call into question the journalistic 
integrity of Mary and her team. 


Truth is a fascinating, if some¬ 
what simplistic, recreation of a 
behind-the-scenes battle that 
ended the careers of award-win¬ 
ning journalists behind and in front 
of the cameras. Cate Blanchett and 
Robert Redford deliver compelling 
performances as the TV producer 
and news anchorman, whose 
reputations are stained by their 
involvement in the expose. 
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HERBS: The plans for Jenna McVicar’s mordern apothecary garden 


aardensherba haoDiness 


By Hannah Stephenson 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


A ward-winning herb 

grower and RHS ambas¬ 
sador Jekka McVicar 
comes from an era when 
you really didn’t go to 
the doctor unless you were seriously 
ill. If you had a nasty cough, mouth 
ulcers, upset tummy or other minor 
ailment, Ms McVicar’s mother would 
go into the garden, pick out a number 
of herbs, make teas and tinctures 
from them and wait for them to work 
their magic. 

And this is what has given the mul- 
ti-award-winning plantswoman the 
inspiration for The Modern Apothe¬ 
cary, her first show garden at RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show 2016. 

The idea for the garden came about 
over a lunch when McVicar and her 
friend, a GP, were discussing how 
people go to the doctor for an immedi¬ 
ate fix and no longer use their own 
natural remedies. 

“Herbs are gentle, but might take 
longer. As a child, I was brought up in 
a family where you never went to the 
doctor unless you were seriously ill. 
So if you had a sore throat, Mum al¬ 
ways made the tea out of sage. 

“I wondered, ‘Could we square the 
circle between medicine and us?’” 

She’s hoping gardeners will start to 
grow the types of healing herbs she 
features in her show garden, and is 
also providing some inspiring design 
ideas for wellbeing in The Modern 
Apothecary. 

A cobbled pathway running 
through a large circle of planting is 
designed so that if you walk on it 


bare-foot, you will give yourself some 
reflexology in the process. 

In each corner of her show garden 
is a hawthorn tree, but they aren’t 
placed there just to be visually pleas¬ 
ing, says Ms McVicar, who has won 
62 gold medals as a floral marquee 
exhibitor at the show. 

“If you look into any research 
about Rudolf Steiner - an Austrian 


philosopher - you realise you never 
have a corner if you’re feeling de¬ 
pressed,” she said. 

“You always can flow round a gar¬ 
den. It gives you space to move. If you 
have a corner, you have to make a de¬ 
cision and that makes you anxious.” 

The hawthorns are also known as 
‘bread and cheese’ because you can 
eat the leaf, which is good for 


strengthening the heart. 

A large central circle of planting is 
split in two by the cobbled path, while 
two seats are strategically placed 
near scented plants within the herb 
garden. A water feature provides a 
soothing focal point, while the whole 
garden is overseen by a sculpture of 
Asclepius’ staff, which is the symbol 
of healing. 


Other plants include hops (a sleep 
aid) and roses (rose hips for vitamin 
C), while the path is lined with fra¬ 
grant lavender, for relaxation. 

St John’s Hospice in London is 
sponsoring the garden. It will be 
transferred there after the show. 

RHS Chelsea Flower Show runs 
from May 24 to 28. For details visit 
www.rhs.org.uk/chelsea. 



Broome Park Golf Club I Barham, Nr Canterbury, Kent CT4 6QX 


HALF PRICE 
GREEN FEES 

Monday Wednesday Friday After 10:30 
Please ring the Pro Shop for availability 

01227 831126 


Contact us on 01227 830728 
or see website for further details 

www.broomepark.co.uk 


Text BROOME to 67000 
for a chance to WIN a 
round of golf 



Wealden Hall 

London Road, Larkfield, 

Kent, ME20 6DE 

Telephone: 

01732 840259 

wealdenhall.larkfield@greeneking.co.uk 
Cut this out to receive a 

Free Bottle ofWine 

when two dine 
from our main menu 

throughout March. 

All day, every day 

Ts and Cs apply. 



Itmropw 


RAYMEARS 
TALES OF ENDURANCE 
THU 10 MARCH 


RUMOURS OF 
FLEETWOOD MAC 


PARTON SINGS PARTON 
SUN 13 MARCH 


TELL ME ON A SUNDAY RUSSELL KANE 
STARRING JODIE PRENGER RIGHT MAN, WRONG AGE 

MON 14 MARCH TUE 15 MARCH 


SOME GUYS HAVE 
ALLTHE LUCK 

THU 17 MARCH 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Churchill would 
question EU 

THAT Sir Winston’s victory 
jubilations [KoS, letters, 21.02] 
should be interpreted as an 
all-time recipe for European unity, 
without question, based upon the 
horrors of a world war from which 
freedom and brotherhood were 
objects to be resurrected, is to 
leave undisputed what would have 
undoubtedly been his positive 
thinking in the light of subsequent 
developments. 

Much water has flowed under 
the bridge since Sir Winston’s time, 
and so much that is contrary to his 
reasoning, that I cannot believe he 
would have been party to happen¬ 
ings which are clearly contrary to 
all he held dear, in particular our 
sovereignty. It is now more than 
half a century since Sir Winston’s 
passing, and his vision of a world 
where people could live in freedom, 
peace and safety, is not disputed by 
those who look for a land where 
this is not spoiled by a mix of 
diluted freedom and restrictive 
practices - however disguised. 

Never let it be forgotten that once 
we stood alone; the hordes of those 
who subscribed to an unthinkable 
ideology were at our gates; yet we 
stood firm. The continent of Europe 
is ever in debt to Great Britain for 
its very existence. This could 
indeed be a reflection of our finest 
hour. 

David Alston, 

Shortlands 

Don’t believe the 
career MPs 


WHETHER you believe that we 
should be in the EU or not, you should 
be very suspicious of the honesty and 
self interest of any MP who says that 
David Cameron got anything of any 
value from his negotiations in Europe, 
particularly if the MP was previously 
Euro sceptic. 

If undecided, just ask yourself: is 
this MP putting his own career 
before the good of his country? 

Paul Varley, 

Folkestone 

Is era of austerity 
set to continue? 


IN recent times you have kindly 
published letters in which I sought 
to add some realism to the claim 
that the economy, including the 
Kent economy, is in a state of 
benign recovery due to the 
austerity policies of the govern- 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 


EU has never worked 
and we need to get out 


THE EU is a profligate organisation 
that has cost this country billions 
and the claim that we ‘get out more 
than we put in’ has recently been 
shown to be untrue. 

The EU is an organisation that 
has decimated our fishing 
industry; has an agriculture 
policy that allows our government 
to pay subsidies to farmers for not 
actually planting anything (and 
that’s supposed to eliminate 
‘distortions’ in the market - what 
a nonsense) but won’t allow our 
government to even reduce VAT 
on tampons, let alone do away 
with the tax altogether. It’s an 
organisation that continues to 
interfere and intrude into pretty 
well every aspect of our lives, with 
no obvious benefit at all. 

Now we have immigration all 
over Europe so out of control it’s left 
all politicians in the EU floundering. 
It is they who introduced the 
Schengen ‘no borders’ agreement, 
which has led to immigration on 
such a scale that even the most 

ment, which are passed down to 
the Kent County Council. 

Previously, I have pointed out 
the low levels of productivity, the 
lack of investment and innovation, 
the skills deficit and the under use 
of the European market for exports. 

Now, we have the IMF (Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund) calling for a 
change of direction. 

On top of the issues around 
productivity, the IMF is drawing 
attention to the worsening balance 
of payments, the level of personal 
debt and the risk to the UK 
economy due to the impending 
referendum. 


liberal countries have been forced to 
introduce restrictions in an 
endeavour to regain some degree of 
stability. We now have parts of the 
EU erecting barbed wire fencing and 
Macedonia, a country which has 
been seeking to become a member 
for many years, using tear gas! 

All of this demonstrates that when 
‘backed into a corner’ each country 
will do what it believes to be in its 
own national interests. 

I am old enough to have voted 
to leave way back in 1975 and all 
the years since have not changed 
my view. Indeed, if anything, 
what I have witnessed in the 
intervening years has only 
reinforced my view that we would 
be much better off out of it. 

I would recommend reading the 
excellent piece from MP Gordon 
Henderson, MP which appeared 
in KoS last week. Quite the best 
reasoned arguments for leaving 
that I’ve read in a very long time. 

Christopher Hudson-Gool 
Maidstone 

What the IMF is saying is that 
the rebalancing of the public 
finances has gone far enough and 
there is a need for infrastructure 
investment to fuel growth. 

The danger is that we go into a 
further down turn, which would 
only mean a weakening of tax 
incomes, pressure on public 
finances and even less chance of 
reaching the arbitrary deficit 
reduction target. 

In the mean time more and more 
people are beginning to realise that 
austerity is something that hits us 
all. Road maintenance in Kent is 
going to be cut, which is both 


socially and economically damag¬ 
ing, whilst elderly and vulnerable 
people are going to get a vastly 
reduced standard of care service. 

Roger Truelove, 

Labour spokesman for economic 
development on KCC 

Blood scandal is 
utter disgrace 


IT is deeply shocking to read about 
the continuing failure to provide 
justice and compensation to those 
people affected by contaminated 
blood and blood products in the 
1970s and 80s [KoS ad nauseum]. 

The fact that the Hippocratic 
Oath states doctors should ‘do no 
harm’ makes the damage inflicted 
on people’s health by health 
professionals particularly horrific. 

The fact that, all these years 
later, the victims and their families 
are still being denied both the truth 
about the matter and adequate 
financial compensation for the way 
in which their lives have been 
wrecked, is totally unacceptable. 

Dr M MacGrath, 
Tunbridge Wells 

Manston airport 
must fly off now 

I COULD not agree more with your 
letter of the week in KoS last weekend. 

Manston has tried, and failed, to 
work as an airport. It’s not a public 
site, it’s in private ownership, and 
therefore rather than see more 
money go to waste by reviving it 
for planes, why not allow the site to 
be turned into something which 
provides jobs and homes for the 
local area? 

Jason Turner, 

Sandwich 

Demelza praise 
for fundraisers 


ON BEHALF of the babies, children, 
young people and families who need 
to use Demelza Hospice Care for 
Children’s services I would like to say 
a big thank you to Cranbrook 
Operatic and Dramatic Society 
(CODS). It put on a performance of the 
children’s classic, Sleeping Beauty. 

I was delighted to receive a cheque 
for £1,200 from James Hanaway, 
chairman. It is thanks to the 
generosity of groups like CODS that 
we are able to continue to help 
children with life-limiting and 
life-threatening conditions and their 
families 

Leila Ilkhan, 

Community fundraiser, Demelza 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 


people living in the county 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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THE HEART OF GRAVESEND 
THE HEART OF YOUR FAMILY 


<0>@ KEEP UP TO DATE WITH OUR LATEST OFFERS ► ► 


Serving our local community 
with a large and still growing 
selection of high street names 
and independent boutiques. 
With regular events held it is 
a day out for all the family. 

Visit stgeorgescentre.co.uk 
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By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 





C URIOUS that the DS3 was both the 
oldest and last DS model to lose its Cit¬ 
roen chevrons after the launch of the 
new breakaway DS premium brand. 
But perhaps not when the bigger 
and slower selling DS4 and 5 models needed the 
facelift and upweight more quickly. 

Whether they now sell better is perhaps irrele¬ 
vant anyway, firstly because Chinese buyers 
seemingly can’t get enough of anything with a DS 
badge and, secondly, because the DS3 has always 
sold well in the UK. 

In fact, this is the DS3’s biggest market, outsell¬ 
ing the French homeland, and likely to continue 
doing so judging by the new model - priced from 
£13,995 for the hatchback or £16,295 for the 
Cabrio. 

Both are attractive prices for a car touted as 
premium, delivering classy customisation/per¬ 
sonalisation options on a par with the BMW Mini, 
and made more eye-catching by the deep DS grille 
and much-vaunted chrome ‘wings’ extending be¬ 
neath the headlights. 

The car has also gained aggressive faux air 
scoops housing LED running lights, contributing 
to a braver and cleaner look than the former and 
more bulbous Citroen front end. 

Inside, buyers get a new seven-inch touchscreen 
and equally tempting interior options, notably DS’s 


CHOICE: The DS3 cpmes in tin t<pp and rolltop-versions 


gorgeous Nappa ‘watchstrap’ leather seating. 

For all its style the DS3 also remains one of the 
more practical small cars for the image-con¬ 
scious; even the rolltop Cabrio can carry five 
and has a decent boot. 

And it is a driver’s car when you want it to be, 
handling better than I remembered though DS 


people at the launch event insisted there had 
been no chassis tweaks. 

Engine choice is also excellent, though I 
would avoid the lumbering 120bhp 1.6-litre 
BlueHDi diesel option. The zingy new 130bhp 
1.2 direct injection petrol turbo is fun and 
makes for more enjoyment. 


DS3 takes wing for its new brand 

j 

FIRST DRIVE: Stylish arrival of DS3 hatch and Cabrio severs the final 
connection between Citroen and the now standalone DS premium brand... 
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Can this be the greatest MX-5 yet? 


Whichever of the two engines you choose, Mazda’s latest offering proves the best 
affordable sports car you can buy is even better value now, writes Steve Loader 



N EVER mind recent cold 
and rain, let’s look ahead 
to warmer weather and, 
possibly, top down 
motoring. 

And there cannot be many better 
opentop cars at any price than the 
latest and possibly greatest Mazda 
MX-5. 

It’s the fourth generation of 
Mazda’s flag waver and nods to the 
Japanese brand’s future and past. 

It epitomises Mazda’s brilliant 
Skyactiv technology, tuning driver 
enjoyment, boosting power to weight 
ratio, and slashing consumption and 
emissions. 

This also allows the new Mk 4 
(from £18,495) to echo the scale, 
weight and pleasure of the legendary 
Mk 1, retaining that front engine/ 
rear-driven balance, yet still able to 
bear the best tech and safety now 
demanded by consumers and 
legislation. 

More aggressive styling makes it 
look bigger in pictures, causing a 
quick mental re-calibration when 
viewed in the metal. 

But while you feel snug in the 
cockpit - a visual trick enhanced by 
door cappings curving in towards 
the immaculately arranged dash¬ 
board - the car is as spacious as 


before, making it comfy for long 
distance business trips, sporty 
expeditions or weekends away. 

As ever, the genuinely watertight 
roof, is raised and lowered manually 
in seconds, and with even greater 
ease - flick a clip and flip it back, or 
vice versa. 

The big question is: 130bhp 1.5-litre 


or 159bhp 2.0-litre engine? The former 
is the essence of the original, while the 
latter delivers the most performance- 
orientated MX-5 to date. 

But the sheer affordability of the 
1.5 as tested, echoes the original 
MX-5 ethos: a British-style sports car 
that’s cheap to buy, yet comes with 
bulletproof reliability and a user- 



friendly hood that doesn’t leak. 

The 1.5 engine, already familiar in 
the Mazda range, is free-revving and 
punchy, propelling the lightly loaded 
Mk4 to 0-62mph in 8.3 seconds. 

A slick-shifting close-ratio 
six-speed manual ‘box comes as 
standard across the MX-5 line-up 
and underlines how, as ever, this is a 


Mazda MX-5 1.5i 
SE-LNav 


Price: 

from £19,845 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★★ 

Space: 

★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: Toyota GT86/Subaru BRZ 


car to harmonise with, its nicely 
judged steering and balanced chassis 
constantly feeding back as you 
swoop along a clear winding road. 

If you would happily pay more for 
such pleasure, the 160bhp 2.0-litre 
(from £20,095) beckons, with beefed 
up rear suspension and 0-62mph in 
7.3 seconds. 

It adds £1,600 to the price, but 
further rebuts the ‘hairdresser’s car’ 
nonsense spouted at the MX-5. 

But how’s this for an independent 
word on the MX-5’s standing? An 
experienced driver, MX-5 owner and 
friend was delighted to borrow a Ferrari 
after calling in a favour, but added: 

“It was lovely, but after a while, I 
thought about its foibles, the silly 
money tied up in it, the envy/ 
jealousy factor and so on, and then 
saw an MX-5 approaching... I 
realised I’d rather be driving that.” 

Praise indeed. 


15 FEB-31 MAR 
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ZERO PAY 

DRIVE A WAY 
£0 DEPOSIT* 

£0 FOR 3 MTHS 


THE FIAT SALES EVENT. ANY CAR IN THE RANGE. 
ANY NEW CAR in THE DEALERSHIP, ANY QUESTIONS? 



FIAT DEPOSIT CONTRIBUTION £500 



THAMES MOTOR GROUP LONG FIELD ROAD, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT T N 2 3 E Y. 
TEL: 01 892 549766 WWW.THAMESMOTORGROUP.CO.UK 


5.9% APR 

REPRESENTATIVE 


FucH consumption Hquuk for now Fial Range in mpg (yiOOfcm): Urban 297 (9-5) -68.9 (3.1ft Extra Urban 46.9 *6.1)- 97.4 C2.9); Combined 
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holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 .ATOL9362 
info@gnvoyages.co.uk 
www.gnholidays.com 
www.gnvoyages.co.uk 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 


#ABTA 






UNION GAP 


3 NIGHTS^ 
HALF BOARD 


The Ultimate 60s Christmas Party 

Pontins Pakefield, Suffolk Coast isnov, 201 e-Quote: xph-kos 


Great Entertainment, a fab festive 
atmosphere, free drinks every evening, 
good food, comfortable centrally-heated 
chalets, free car ferry and a super location 
make Warner's Norton Grange resort, on 
the Isle of Wight, our most popular over 
40s Christmas Party venue. We've booked 
the whole resort for an exclusive 
celebration with a super entertainment 
programme featuring 60s band Union 
Gap, Roy Carter of Heatwave, a Rod 
Stewart tribute and more. 


INCLUDED: Free drinks from 6pm to 
midnight every night - house beers and 
spirits, wine by the glass, pumped soft 
drinks and mixers 

• 60s themed entertainment programme 

• 3 nights standard en-suite chalet - 
upgrades available: Standard-Plus £15pp; 
Premier £30pp 

• 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners 


Join us at Pontins Pakefield for a Fab Festive 
Party - for over 40s only - to get you in the mood 
for Christmas. With free drinks every night and 
non-stop entertainment from Friday evening to 
Sunday evening, this party is sure to be a blast. 
This years line-up includes: The Searchers, 
Union Gap, The New Honeycombs, The Cufflinks 
PLUS a tribute to Dusty Springfield. 

INCLUDED: 3 Free drinks per person per night - 
house beers & spirits, wine by the glass, pumped 
soft drinks & mixers • 60s themed entertainment 
programme • 3 nights standard en-suite chalet - 
upgrade available • 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners 


• Return car ferry 

Private Events - You cannot book these self-drive breaks direct with the hotels/resorts 


Great British Seaside Holidays 

Pontins Sand Bay, Somerset Coast April to May, 201 e • Quote: sb-kos 


Join us for a great value. Adult Only, holiday on the Somerset Coast near Weston 
Super Mare. Sand Bay resort is renowned for its wide range of entertainment 
featuring resident hosts, visiting cabaret acts and dancing in the ballroom - one of 
the largest in the southwest. With plenty of daytime activities too, from quizzes to 
relaxing in the indoor pool, to visiting nearby attractions this is the perfect spot for a 
Great British seaside holiday. 

INCLUDED: Entertainment • Breakfasts & Dinners • 3 or 4 nights classic en suite chalet 
accommodation - upgrade available • Free car parking 


Mamma Mia & Super 70s Party 

Pontins Pakefield, SuffolkCoast 8Jui y ,2oi6-Quote:ss7-Kos 

Join us at Pontins Pakefield, on the Suffolk coast, for a Super Summer Party - for over 
40s only - to make the most of our favourite season. We've lined up a brilliant 
entertainment showbill featuring 70s themed music and nostalgia, including a live 
performance by 70s rock-n-rollers Showaddywaddy, a screening of Mamma Mia the 
movie, plus Abba and Rod Stewart tribute acts. With non-stop entertainment from 
Friday evening to Sunday evening and free drinks every night, this is one party 
weekend you won't want to miss. 

INCLUDED: 3 Free drinks per person every night - house beers & spirits, wine by the glass, 
pumped soft drinks & mixers • 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners • Full entertainment programme 
• 3 nights en-suite chalet - upgrade available 


Warner Norton Grange, Isle of Wight 

Friday 25 November, 2016 • Quote: NG11-KOS 


Free drinks 


Entertainment 
Over 40s only 
£10pp deposit 1^^ ■ 


PLUS FROM 


; v £249 


Monday to Friday - 4 nights: 

★ 4,11,18 & 25 April - £99pp 

★ 2, 9 & 16 May - £119pp 

★ 23 May - 70s break with the Real Thing 
& Abba tribute-£119pp 


Friday to Monday - 3 nights: 

★ 20 May - 60s break with Union Gap, Ivy 
League, Merseybeats, Little Miss 60's & 
Dusty Springfield tribute - £119pp 

★ 27 May - Bank Holiday - £99pp 
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Scheme that 
brings back 
your freedom 


D ISABLED people and their 
families have had their 
lives revolutionised by 
the Government-backed 
Motability scheme. 

This enables them to get on the 
road for much less than it would cost 
to buy or lease a new or nearly new 
car privately, and helps them with 
potentially costly adaptations for 
controls or wheelchair access. 

On top of that, the scheme’s 
regular 
payments 
can take 
care of 
everyday 
run¬ 
ning 
costs, 
from 
insur¬ 
ance, 


maintenance and repairs, to 
breakdown assistance - a huge 
reassurance when motoring costs 
are soaring. 

What is more, Motability does not 
insist that the disabled person is the 
driver; the car is made available for 
the benefit of that person, which 
means that up to two other named 
drivers can be on the car’s insurance 
cover instead of the disabled person. 

So if you’re in the market for such 
a car, just what are your op- 
s and how should 
you make that all 
important 
decision 
as to 
which 
to 

buy? 
See 
inside 


CHOICE : Everything from the high-riding and trendy Hyundai i20 
Active supermini to the stylish Renault Captur crossover, or Skoda 
Yeti SUV 



MEET THE 

EXTENDED 


THE FIAT SOOL RANGE 
FROM NIL ADVANCE PAYMENT* 

$0 Motability 

For further information or for a complete list 
of Fiat cars offered on the Motability Scheme, 
please call Northgate Canterbury on 
01227 828200. 



NORTHGATE CANTERBURY, 1 WESTMINSTER ROAD, CANTERBURY, KENT C T1 1 Y Y. 

TEL: 0 1 2 27 828 200 W W W. N 0 R T H G AT E - G R 0 U P. C 0 . U K 

Fuel consumption figures for the Fiat 500L range in mpg (1/100km): Urban 34.4 (8.2) - 62.8 (4.5); Extra Urban 56.5 (5.0) - 78.5 (3.6); Combined 45.6 (6.2) - 72.4 (3.9). 

C0 2 emissions 144 - 104 g/km. Fuel consumption and C0 2 figures based on standard EU tests for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. ‘Vehicles shown are Fiat 500L Pop Star 1.3 Multi Jet 95hp with 
NIL Advance Payment, plus Fiat 500L Trekking 1.4 95hp with NIL Advance Payment and Fiat 500L MPW Lounge 1.3 MultiJet 95hp with Advance Payment of £295, both featured with optional Bicolour paint at additional cost. 'The Fiat 500L MPW 
boot space is based on 5 seat version with rear seats pulled forward. *Based on 5+2 seat version. 5 standard seats and two extra seats for persons up to 1.65m. Advance Payments are correct at time of going to press and subject to orders being 
placed by 31st March 2016. Not available in conjunction with any other offer. Terms & Conditions apply. Offer may be varied and withdrawn at any time. Subject to stock availability. 
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• Split Folding Rear Seats (60/40) 

• Bluetooth® Connectivity with Voice Recognition 




Tunbridge Wells Hyundai 

Unit 1, Dowding Way, 

Tunbridge Wells m2 BUY 
wvwv.kenthyundai.co.uk 
01892 458311 


Medway Hyundai 

London Road, Rainham, 
Kent ME8 8PT 
www.kenthyundai.co.uk 
01634 408408 


HYUtTdHI 


nEWTHinKinG. 
nEW POSSIBILITIES. 


$0 Motability 


Fuel consumption MPG (L/100/km) for Hyundai ix20 range: Urban 32.8 (8.6) - 55.4 (5.1), Extra Urban 54.3 (52) 
- 70.6 (4.0), 43.5 (6.5) - 642 (4.4), CO 2 Emissions 150 - 115 g/km. These official EU test figures are to be used as 
a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect all driving results. Model shown: new ix 2 osE 1.6 auto in Platinum silver metallic 

paint with nil Advance Payment. To qualify for the Motability Scheme you must be in receipt of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living Allowance, the 
Enhanced Rate of the Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment, the War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement or the Armed Forces Independence Payment. Offer 
available between 1st January and 31st March 2016 inclusive and subject to acceptance of Motability application. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by 
Motability Operations Limited (Registered Company no. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London, SE1 9HB. Full written details, including terms and 
conditions, of the Motability Scheme are available on request from Motability. Please note 60,000 miles over 3 years are allowed on the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. 
Hy Go Hire Ltd trading as Hy Go Hire Ltd are a credit broker (not a lender) for the purposes of this financial promotion and can introduce you to a limited number 
of carefully selected finance providers and may receive a commission from them for the introduction. You will not own the vehicle until all payments are made. 
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SIMPLY CLEVER 



THE AWARD-WINNING 
SKODA RANGE. 

WITH MODELS FROM 
NIL ADVANCE PAYMENT 


WHATCAR? 


CAR OF THE 
YEAR 2016 

Best small car 
Skoda Fabia 
1.2 TSI90 SE 



SKODA Fabia from 
£0 advance payment* 


WHATCAR? 



SKODA Octavia from 
£0 advance payment* 



BEST MANUFACTURER: SKODA 



SKODA Yeti from 
£0 advance payment* 


Call our Motability specialists to book a test-drive 


< 3 > Motorline SKODA Canterbury Broad Oak Road, Canterbury CT2 7PX 
9 Motorline SKODA Dartford 555 Princes Road, Dartford, Kent DA2 6HH 
9 Motorline SKODA Medway 26 Hoath Lane, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent ME8 05W 


Motability 


01227 784333 
01322 280545 
<^> 01634 377444 


@ www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


*To qualify for this offer you must be in receipt of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of Disability Living Allowance, War Pensioners' Mobility Supplement, Personal Independence Payment (PIP) 
or Armed Forces Independence Payment (AFIP). Nil advance payment applies to Fabia S and SE Hatch models (except SE 1.4 TDI 90PS and SE 1.4 TDI 90PS DSG at £95), Yeti S and Outdoor S (except 
Outdoor S 2.0 TDI HOPS 4x4), and Octavia S Hatch models. Fabia Hatch shown is S MPI 60PS 1,0. Octavia Hatch shown is S 1.6 TDI HOPS manual. Yeti shown is Outdoor SE L 1.2 TSI HOPS manual (from 
£295 advance payment) with metallic paint and part-silver roof rails (£160). Cars shown may vary from UK specification. Prices and specifications are accurate at time of publication, Offers may be varied 
or withdrawn at any time and are not available in conjunction with any other offer. Retail sales only. Participating retailers only. Subject to availability. Valid for applications to Motability from 1 January 
2016 to 51 March 2016. 

Official fuel consumption for the SKODA range for this offer in mpg (litres/lOOkm): Urban 33.6 (8.4) to 72.4 (3.9); Extra Urban 50,4 (5.6) to 
91.1 (3.1); Combined 43.5 (6.5) to 83.1 (3.4). C0 2 emissions for the SKODA range are 147 to 88 g/km. Standard EU test figures for comparative 
purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 
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Top tips on 
making sure 
you invest in 
the right car 



SI2QHY 


CHOICE : What’s it’s to be? A 
^ace-efficient MPV like the Fiat 
500L or Renault Scenic; versatile 
su^r m inilike the SKoaa Facia, 
or a stylish yet practical estate 
car like the Hyundai i40 Tourer? 



hatchbacks and will have a slightly 
bigger boot than a standard small 
car. The same door arguments apply 
as for small cars. 


Family cars 

Family cars are large 4-door saloons 
or 5-door hatchbacks and are consid¬ 
erably larger than medium sized 
cars. Hatchbacks have more boot 
capacity. 


Small cars 

Tend to have lower advance pay¬ 
ments, running costs and C02 
emissions than larger vehicles. 
Two-three door cars generally have 
wider doors with larger opening 
angles, which makes access easier, 
but fitting into and opening/closing 
the door in narrow parking spaces 
can be harder. Four-five door cars 
benefit from superior back 
seat access - use¬ 
ful if you often 
have more 
than one 
passen¬ 
ger. 


Medium 

cars 

Are often 
sold as 


Crossovers 

As the name implies, these versatile 
models merge several sectors - family 
hatchbacks and (see later) MPVs and 
SUVs - and tend to sit higher on the 
road and can be easier to get in and 
out of, depending on disability. 

Estate cars 

Usually longer than a standard 
saloon or hatchback, with useful 
space for mobility aids in the boot, 
but this can add to the car’s bulk so 
make sure you check it out with a 
test drive before committing. 

Multi-purpose vehicles (MPV) 

Ranging from small to large, MPVs 
can seat up to nine. 

The seats are higher, with more 
headroom, legroom and width. 

Some have large sliding side doors, 
which improve access for those 
with disabilities. 



4x4 and Sport Utility Vehicles 
(SUV) 

The term ‘4x4’ is usually used to 
describe vehicles designed for 
off-road use, which generally have 
higher ground clearance. 

Until recently, all 4x4s had 
4-wheel drive, but many people now 
buy for the SUV styling and opt for a 
front-wheel drive version to save fuel. 


ry passengers travelling in their 
wheelchair or those who wish to 
drive from a wheelchair. 

WAVs may be best if you have 
trouble getting in and out of the car 
from your wheelchair and would 
prefer to remain in it when travelling 
as a passenger. WAVs come in 
different sizes and have many 
standard features. The Motability 
website has a specific WAV Search. 


Wheelchair Accessible 
Vehicles (WAVs) 

WAVs are cars 
converted to 




AP out a campaign - drive your chosen 
candidates soon after one another to 
allow more accurate comparisons. 


Allow time - you need enough to 
drive in all situations: town traffic, on the motorway or 
a fast road, and on less well-maintained rural roads. 

An hour should be sufficient, as long as you avoid 
getting stuck in a rush hour jam. 

What are you looking for? - seat and ride comfort, 
how refined it is in terms of engine, wind, tyre and 
mechanical noise. And especially... 


TEST: From the compact and stylish Renault Clio 
supermini to the roomy Skoda Octavia estate 


Do you like the controls? - many carmakers are 
going their own way in search of the best ergonomics 
or human interaction with the controls, but they don’t 
suit everyone. If need be, can they be adapted to your 
needs? 


Make it a family outing - it can be a painful 
process of ‘are we there yet?’ proportions, but try to get 
as many of the other would-be car users involved in the 
test drive - drivers and non-drivers - as well as the 
disabled person, and is it practical for him or her to use 
or will major adaptions be needed? 

Is it the right spec? - try to get a test car as close 
to the one you are interested in, even if you have to 
wait a few days for the dealer to arrange it or have to go 
to another dealership. Chances are the dealer will have 
a higher spec model than the one you want, it’s then 
easier to be seduced by the car. 
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WW RENAULT 

\ / Passion for life 

Fuel your Passion 

Until 14 March 



0% APR representative 

Plus £500 towards your fuel** 

The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km) for the cars shown are: urban 39.2 (7.2)-47.1 (6); extra-urban 60.1 (4.7)-62.8 (4.5); 
combined 51.4 (5.5)-55.4 (5.1). The official C0 2 emissions are 127-114g/km. EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008 test environment figures. 
Fuel consumption and C0 2 may vary with driving styles, road conditions and other factors. 

*Clio monthly payment based on £2,207 deposit, 24 monthly payments of £159, optional final payment of £6,153. Captur monthly payment based on £1,504 deposit, 24 monthly payments of £199, optional final payment of 
£8,715. Finance provided by Renault Finance, PO Box 149, Watford WD17 1FJ. Subject to status. Indemnities may be required. UK residents only (excluding the Channel Islands). Over 18s. Terms and conditions apply. Offer 
based on 6,000 miles per annum, excess mileage 8p per mile inc VAT. Finance available on selected new vehicles when ordered between 12 February and 31 March 2016 and registered by 30 June 2016. Excludes 
Renaultsport and Expression models. Offer for **£500 cashback towards your fuel (including VAT) is available to retail customers only on new Clio and Captur models when ordered between 12 February and 14 March 2016 
and registered by 31 March 2016. Clio shown has optional i.d. metallic paint, at an extra £595. Captur shown with metallic i.d. paint, and painted roof at an extra £894. 


MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE 

Bircholt Road, Parkwood 
Maidstone ME15 9XY 
Tel 0844 822 7112 


MOTORLINE ASHFORD 

Hilton Road 
Ashford TN23 1EW 
Tel 0844 822 7094 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

Westminster Road 
Canterbury CT1 1YY 
Tel 0844 822 7100 


www.motorline.co.uk/renault 

Book a test-drive 
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& Kent on Sunday 


iobs24.co.uk 

J IN-PAPER * ONLINE • ON MOBILE 



TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE 01233 653461 EMAILiappointments@kosmedia.co.uk ONLINE www.Jobs24.co.uk/kent 



Home Care & Support Recruitment Open Day 

21st March Faversham 10am - 3.30pm 

1 Jubilee Way, De Gelsey House, Faversham, Kent ME13 8GD 

Have you thought about caring as a career? 

Avante Care & Support are looking for home care workers* to deliver care into 
people’s homes across the Swale and Faversham areas. 

Some care experience would be preferable but not essential as full training will be 
given. Please come along to one of our open days and see what caring as a career 
has to offer. Interviews are available on the day. Refreshments will be provided. 

We offer the following, Free training, free uniform, free DBS 

*A drivers license and access to a vehicle is essential due to job locations. 


Chef 

required 

Knowledge in Asian and British cuisine 
Good rates of pay plus tips 
Please send your CV to 

bleantavern@hotmail.com 
or call 01227 504887 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


Faversham; sbiasa 

hornet area atf a ntetare.o rg.u k 
www.avantecare.Drg.uk 


avante) 

htpu A 

trtjiEWr! 


Drylining 

Making good Men/Labour 
Tonbridge area - Excellent rates of pay 
Please call 

Lee 07729 829108 or Shane 07736 136147 


Be part of our successful team 

Media Sales Office Based Executive 

Here at Archant Kent we are looking for an office based Sales 
Executive based in Ashford to support 

and increase business in our publications in print and online as we 
continue to grow. We are looking for an ambitious person to join our 
successful sales team. Ideally you will be an IT literate individual who 
is tasked focused with a good eye for detail. You must be able to 
communicate well both verbally and in writing. 

With our excellent product training and our continuous development 
programme, we'll show you how to develop first class solutions for 
our customers, cultivate excellent business relationships and present 
effective and innovative ideas that will provide real value and 
response for our customers. 

THE IDEAL CANDIDATE WILL HAVE: 

• A passion for publishing 

• An understanding of brand awareness and advertising solutions 

• The ability to produce and action effective ideas and promotions 

• Resilience and influential communication skills to overcome objections 

• The ability to secure new business and manage existing accounts 

In return we are offering up to £1 8k basic with bonus OTE potential of £8,400. 

The exceptional benefits include five weeks annual leave, and a contributory pension 
and life assurance scheme (after qualifying period). A wide range of voluntary 
benefits include a cycle scheme, childcare vouchers, contributory private health 
scheme and Archant Gold (charity matched funding). 

If you think you have the talent we require, you are ambitious, target driven and 
want to be part of our growth plans then we want to hear from you immediately. 



To find out more: 

www.archant.co.uk/vacancies 
or email: employment@archant.co.uk 


ARCHANT j 

^Kent on Sunday 

KENT LIFE 


Look local 
with 
jobs24.cauk 
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HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 - SECTION 116 
STOPPING UP OF LAND AT 
UNDERHILL ROAD, DIBGATE CAMP, 
SHORNCLIFFE, FOLKESTONE 

I AM GIVING NOTICE THAT The Kent County Council 
as Highway Authority for the County of Kent propose to 
make an application to the Magistrates’ sitting at Canterbury 
Magistrates’ Court on 19 April 2016 at 10:00 for an Order 
under Section 116 of the Highways Act 1980 to extinguish 
highway rights on the grounds that they are unnecessary 
on land at Underhill Road, Dibgate Camp, Shorncliffe, 
Folkestone as edged red on the plan on deposit. 

A copy of the draft order and the plan referred to are on 
deposit, and can be seen during normal office hours, at the 
main reception of The Kent County Council at Sessions 
House, County Hall, Maidstone, Kent ME14 1XQ. 

Any person to whom this Notice has been given or who 
uses the highway specified or who would be aggrieved by 
the making of the Order may appear before the Magistrates’ 
Court to raise an objection or make a representation on 
the application. Any person intending to appear before 
the Magistrates’ Court at the hearing of the application 
is requested to inform David McKnight by post to Legal 
Services, The Kent County Council, Sessions House, 
County Hall, Maidstone, Kent ME14 1XQ, or by email 
david.mcknight@kent.gov.uk before 9 April 2016 quoting 
reference number LS/21/106057/608. 

If you require further information or would like to discuss 
this matter, please contact David McKnight using the 
contact details shown above. 

ROGER WILKIN 
DIRECTOR OF HIGHWAYS, 

TRANSPORTATION AND WASTE 


Fill your job 
vacancies 



fast 


To advertise 
in this section 

0845 671 4460 
r and 020 8477 3720 

email 

appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 



.co.uk 
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Sport 

‘My job not done 
until we’re safe’ 


Margate boss Nikki Bull has overseen a fine run of form 



Football 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


MARGATE boss Nikki Bull says there 
is no danger of complacency setting 
in as his side approach the business 
end of the season. 

The Gate have undergone some¬ 
thing of a mini-overhaul in terms of 
personnel this week, with defender 
Sam Rents leaving for Whitehawk 
and striker Greg Cundle coming in on 
loan from Gillingham. 

Bull says it’s important to keep the 
squad fresh and make sure his players 
are on their toes. 

He told KoS: “We’ve brought in 
Greg because we were a bit light up 
front but we actually haven’t had as 
many ins and outs as some of the oth¬ 
er teams around us. 

“We had players that were strug¬ 
gling to get game time so we agreed 
to let them go but it’s good to have 
that freshness about the place.” 

Bull was appointed manager fol¬ 
lowing the dismissal of Terry Brown 
just before Christmas, with the team 
languishing in the relegation zone. 

Since then Margate have exceeded 
expectations and are now hovering 
around the play-off places, with an 
outside chance of securing promotion 
from the National League South. 

But Bull refuses to rest on his lau¬ 
rels, and was coy on talk of his own 
future. 

“I was appointed until the end of 
the season, and my remit was to keep 
us up and my job’s not done until 
we’ve mathematically done that,” he 
said. 

“We’ve done well in a short space of 


time, we won seven out of eight and 
when you go on a run like that it’s dif¬ 
ficult to stop. 

“The results have justified the faith 
they’ve shown in me so that’s really 
positive. 

“But there’s no danger of us being 
complacent - a lot of the players’ con¬ 


tracts run out in May so they want to 
fight and prove that they belong here. 

“At the end of the season we’ll sit 
down and assess how I’ve done but 
right now we just need to take each 
game as it comes and hope we can 
finish the campaign as strongly as 
possible.” 


Lawrence fitter than ever after injury woes 


Boxing 


MIDDLEWEIGHT boxer Oliver 
Lawrence insists his injury woes are 
behind him and he is 100 per cent 
focused on his return to the ring 
next month. 

Lawrence, 23, from Maidstone, 
will be back in action at the Epsom 
Downs Racecourse in Surrey on 
April 9, when he collides with highly 
experienced Portsmouth veteran 
Paul Morby in the Queensbury 
Boxing League. 

Last seen in the ring back in 
October, when he recorded a 
comprehensive points win over 
Brighton’s Chris Sharpe, Lawrence 
was moving towards a title elimina¬ 
tion shot but a fractured wrist in 
sparring halted his progress. 



READY: Oliver Lawrence 


Now though, he’s ready for his 
next battle, saying: “Getting injured 
in the build up to the February fight 


was frustrating, but now that the 
injury has recovered I’m really 
focussing on the next fight. 

“Paul Morby is a tough fight for me 
as he’s fought the likes of world 
champion Liam Smith and world title 
challenger Frank Buglioni, so I need 
to be fully focussed as one mistake 
could cost me. 

“Training wise I’ve been really 
pushing the intensity of things hard 
and making sure I’m going to be the 
fittest that I have ever been, so there 
is no chance of me overlooking 
Morby and slipping up.” 

On the packed undercard of the 
show is Maidstone light-middle- 
weight Mark Hiscott, who only took 
up the sport six months ago, but 
impressed promoters so much when 
sparring that he has been selected to 
appear on the Epsom show. 




STONEBRIDGE: Home of Ebbsfleet Untied 

Goalkeeper Ashmore 
joins Fleet title charge 


EBBSFLEET United have completed 
the signing of Gosport Borough 
goalkeeper Nathan Ashmore. 

The highly-rated 26-year-old joins 
for an undisclosed fee, having signed 
a two-and-a-half-year contract for 
Boro in February 2015. 

Fleet boss Daryl McMahon said of 
his new recruit: “Nathan’s obviously 
a top keeper, that much is clear to 
any supporter at this level. 


“He wants to play, he hasn’t come 
here to sit around and it’s an 
opportunity for me to strengthen a 
position with a fantastic player to try 
to help us win the league. 

“Brandon Hall has been terrific 
this year, he’s a young goalkeeper 
and he’s learning all the time. 

“Bringing Nathan in is nothing 
against Brandon who’s still got a big 
future at this club and in the game.” 


Cox departs from Whitstable 


IAN Cox has stepped down as 
manager of Whitstable Town after a 
series of disappointing results in the 
Ryman League South. 

A spokeperson for the club said: 
“He felt he could do no more after 10 
losses from 13 games. 

“The club has accepted his 
decision considering the recent poor 
run of performances and wish him 
all the best for the future. 


“The chairman and committee feel 
the club is a sleeping giant and will 
continue to implement the new 
football structure which will allow 
us to make the right appointment in 
due course. 

“Until that decision has been 
made, Colin Patching and Bob 
Reardon will take up the reigns and 
steer the first team in a positive 
direction.” 


Hamstring tear keeps 
Dack out for six weeks 


GILLINGHAM’S injury troubles continued 
this week after top scorer Bradley Dack 
was ruled out for six weeks with a 
hamstring tear. 

The midfielder, who has struck 15 times 
this season, had to be replaced during last 
Saturday’s defeat to Chesterfield after 
pulling a muscle, and had a scan early this 
week. 

Boss Justin Edinburgh said: “It’s a 
hamstring injury which is a real blow, and 
unfortunately things aren’t going for us at 
the minute. 

“It’s not too good, it’s a grade two [tear], 
so we’re probably looking at six weeks [on 
the sidelines]. 

“We have to overcome that - be resolute, 
be strong. George Williams is a very good 
replacement.” 

It follows recent injuries to defender 
John Egan and captain Doug Loft - both of 
whom are expected to be out for a number 
of weeks - and a tricky patch for the Gills in 
which they have suffered three consecu¬ 
tive defeats in League One. 


OUT: Bradley Dack 


j_ V i. » Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 

QpOlT Snorts or call Tom Pyman on 01233653477 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport r Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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MARLOWE 

THEATRE 
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SUPPORTED* BY 

PHARON INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS LIMITED 


In The Hands Of Fate 

WED 6 APR 


Philharmonia At The Movies: 
Soundtracks From The Oscars 

FRI 17 JUN 


Kazuki Yamada conductor 
Tasmin Little violin 


Carl Davis conductor 
Heather Shipp vocals 

Featuring iconic soundtracks from Titanic, Toy Story 
and The King’s Speech, as well as music from recent 
years’ winners and nominees. 


Beethoven Overture, Leonore No. 3 
Mendelssohn Violin Concerto 
Tchaikovsky Symphony No. 5 in E minor 


Music For The Soul 

WED 4 MAY 


Edward Gardner conductor 
Martin Helmchen piano 

■ " m * *- 

Mozart Overture, The Magic Flute 
Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 2 
Elgar Symphony No. 2 


To book, contact our Box Office: marlowetheatre.com<bk 9 fee) 01227 787787<bk 9 fee) 


philhai;mqnia 

orchestra 

SUPPORTED BY ~ V* s c 0 % Supported using publicfunding by 

r , , , , ,, v , PHARON ^ f° UNCIL 

L. I \ | C L L LOTTERY FUNDED ENGLAND 
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